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* 4 check main Subſtan ſtance. of of this Cha- 
racter # as little affected by the Let- 

? ter = 1 a fe rs it, as 

Myſelf by the Perſonal Re 2 It 
aboundi with: Ves fince tit probable, This Per- 
formance may meet with the uſual Succeſs of Things 

- of this Kina, ſo us to be read and ſudg d of with 
Fartiality by Thaſe, whoſe Cauſe it 3 to 

defend, tis proper ſome notice ſhould be taken of It. 

_{f the Author be: a Clergyman, _ had 
ehought fit to ſatisfy the World, that he 1s ſo, by 
publiſhing his Name, I ſhould have hoped to ſee a 
2 4 Fr iſe of | Epiſcopal Power pon Him, 

' who has ſo falſly charg d Me with deſtroying it; le.. f. 9 
For 2 too evident, bis deſign is not againſt © 
Me only, but all the Clergy of the Church of 
Eogland, eſpecially thoſe, who have engag d our 7. « 
Adverſaries in open Controverſy; But I thank, 

Him for taking off the Mask ſo ſoon, which He p. 5. 
blames in Me; He declares Himſelf a Brother 

in the Title Page, and a falſe One in the very x 
Paragraph, and thus prevents the Succeſs of his 

own Artifice, ſo that the moſt ignorant of his Party 

will not concetve the better Opinion of bus Letter, 

vor abe worſe of the Character, through a No- 
8 A 6 tion 
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Ee. h ( 2 ) ; * 
tion of one Clergy-man's correcting the Errours 
of Another. 3 

r. 3. Had He been a Brother, I could not have taken 
Him into my Counſels for Want of knowing 
him; But had He acted hike one, he would have 
pur ſu d the Method he propoſes, and have commu- 

r. . nicated his Thoughts zo me in Manuſcript, be- 
fore he had made his Appeal to the World; And 
yet I cannot return his Compliment, that I ſhould 

abe been letter pleas d with them ſo, than in Print. 
For I muſt confeſs, His fn Paragraph labours 
with, ſuch a. Fumble of Inconfiſtencies, as males it 
a proper Injroduttion tothe reſt of his Letter. 
Hie mould have our Young Divines, and moſt 

r. 3. ofthe Zealous Church- Men amongſt Us, who 

. want all kind of Helps for this Purpoſe, engage 
the Sectaries in ordinary Converſation with a 
ſhew of Argument, and therefore I might have 

communicated my Paper to my Neighbours up- 

on Exigence; What? to my. Neighbours only, 
when moſt of the Zealous Charch-Men want 

all Kind of Helps? And z the ordinary Con- 

verſation of the Sectaries ſuch a mighty Exi- 
gence, when a ſhew of Argument zs { zent to 

engage them? I muſt. own, the Neighbours, I 
| fhould have thus aſſiſted, would have been juſt as 

much oblig d to Me, as the Sectaries are to my 

r. 4. good Brother, who. thinks a ſhew of Argument 
would do our Cauſe Service That being enough 

to engage Them with in ordinary Converſation. 
Ni nat my deſen to pur ſue this-nameleſs Adver- 

ſary of the Church, aud myſelf, ſo as to take Him 

at. every Trip much leſs ſhall Lfling him back again 

his own contemptuous and reproachful — 
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Thi Methods of monoxs aging Cuntrovor "fy Fleave to 


thoſe, who dtlight in them, and thoſe who need them. 
He, 1 thank him, has not put Me to theſe Shifts, but 


has ſo ſtuffed his Letter with groſs Triconſiſteri> | = 


cies, falſe as well as foul Concluſions, and unchari- 
table Cenſures, that whether the. Church ought hoſt 


to be aſbam d of ier pretended; or the Di enters 


of their real Advocate, ir not eaſ to determine. 


In kbe firſt Plare fle charges mos with ill Treat- 7. 5. & 7. 


ment of the Diſſenters, for a Performance, whith 


them migöry ſutis fact ion] aud ver whith v. 5. 
they triumph exceed 


7 Fe n 3 
An was. againſt them, he will ſay, tho ee 
Weakneſs: x Fm d; Bur hoiv wake hir ap- 


pear? I might. provaricate, as He has done, a7 x» 


then ſurely I contd: b guiity bf no ill 'Treatrhbar 
tbmarde the Diſſenters; But, I bope;thezr ſo ndl, 


1 believ I den al their Goba, ani 1 


fare \exenſe m] Weakneſs rw ibs 7 kde 
poorer It rurn i ſu mach 2d 


band of Charity will help me ont here, ſo as nur 


I bave given i Chatactei of a ah BY 


in Being, of One 1 550 hatt never inet wth, 


nayer ill be ſheww/in Life, I run t think My. 
ſelf concern 41 in "yp 3 He mou _ 
none abr an \ Habeſt 2 Man mu emen 4 
one, ivho keeps his Conſcience void bfioffedde 


towards God, and towards Man; and 1 h 


ſmurtly infor, that ſuch an one i no where to be 
found. For the Qurſtion 15 not, whether Mn ure 


#n-all:Refpeits as Honeſty: as they ſuonld be, but 


wither a — not ſet the ey — 


F One, which 1 S's 


P, 6. 


1 þ 
moſt. Extent of their Duty before them; ſo that, 
tho what I bave ſaid of the Honeſt Piſſenter be 
r. 2% applicable to any other Honeſt Man, viz. that 
Ne deſires to maintain Unity &c. yet if Edu- 
cation, Example, and in ſome Caſes perhaps 
Intereſt may be apt to ſway the Diſſenter, o make 
r. 33-6 34 him leſs deſirous of Unity & then I have nor 
multiply d Wards to no Manner of Purpoſe. 
Nay at hit Rate: of Talling, what an Arrant, 
Prating Triſler mizſt ehe Apoitle be,who preſcribes 
n m. 3. 3. he very ſame Neſtriction: to a Biſho p,that a Preſ⸗ 
bxter or neee dene N "> 7 
to conform ta? F ser ts 
ell i But 1 + brew careleſs! 'of ny own. avg 
| 2.6.6 7. the Church's Intereſt, in giving the Diſſenters a 
N cold and lifsleſs Exhortation to pay their 
Tythes. Habe I ſo? And ſbould I not haue mul- 
ttiply d words to no manner of Purpoſe, a 
|, labour d to perſwade them to pay their Tythes, 
w, as be affine, are generally very civil and 
liberal to Us oft e Clergy, in not only pay- 
r. 6. ing Us beyond our Due; but helping us upon 
extraordinary Occaſions? Bat Fam apt to thunb, 
5 — i He finds them no more liberal to him han 
many Others of the GW er Nw not e 
be 5 1 plead their . ud Ms! 
\ \However, I am very well card 0 pu- 
2 the Worid the Aſſiſtance I receiv from 
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Three or Four Occaſional Conformiſts in Build. 
ing the Vicarage Houſe at Faringdon, becauſe 
it gives me an ojportuuttycofi publckly: ape 
my Tune to Them, and many Others, bot 
Gergy and Laity, whorhelfi d ta ea me in _ 

en * * _ wot much as Ground 
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150 build on; fo that otherwiſe this Pious Work 
muſt have been wholly neglected, neither the Vicar- 


age, nor my private Fortune being ſuſſicient for It. 

To, when 1 acknowledge my omn and the 
Church s\ Benefactours,- I muſt do Fuſtice to 
Myſelf," being with Reſpect to the Houſe, become 
a Purchaſer for Life. — This I pretty well fore- 


| ſaw at juſt, ſo that the Principle of Jelf-Intereſs 


. ae quite ſo commanding in Me, as I fend tis 
good Brother, who ſeems ready to become 
ane or Advocate of any Cauſe for an Eſtate, 
be er- or perhaps only Contributions. 
But from the Proofs of the Diſſenters Libera- 
lity come we next to thoſe f their ſincerity, and 
as an Inſtance, in which they migbtily glory, to 


their Sufferings all along and from which F v. 5. 


You will believe Him, They are not at preſent 
free. i. e. I ſuppoſe Their Miniſtry are unmerci- 
Fully excluded from the Preferments of the Church, 
and their Laity from Thoſe of the State, pon 
ſomewhat more than a Suſpicion hat They want 
only Power to deſtroy them Both. 

And bere the Bartholomew- Act is rrumpt u 


a again with 4 Face of Braſs, and branded wit 


Perſecution, for obliging Men to be Honeſt againſt 
their Will, and fling up thoſe Preterments, which 
— dn their own. Whilſt the ſufferings the 


Church endur d for near 20 years before, from 


Men void of Humanity as well as. Religion, are 
pur poſely\fargat. Thi, I miſtake not, 1s an emi- 
nent Inſtance of the Sinoerity f our Clergy, in 
which m deſervedly. glory, and as græut a Proof 


of the Contrary in the Nonconformiſts, who are 
_—_ upuraiding us with ihe number e their pre- 


tended 


(6) 


tended Sufferers, without taking any Notice of | 


the much greater Number of our . ones. 
Bat had this Authour the leaſt Tincture of 
Charity, He would have ſpar d thoſe vile Aſper- 
— ra fo plentifully caſts upon the Clergy in ge- 

| nd thoſe to my own Knowledge unjuſt Gg 
which be has but thePretence of Hear-ſay for chirg» 
ing this Neighbourhood with in Particular; But 


be is willing, it ſeems, to let us knuw, that He and 


bus Party have no other Meaning, by Charity, Sin- 
cerity,Moderation, and ſuch luke good Wordsghan 
only to impoſe upon the Ignorant, — mate them 
believe, Nobody has any of Theſe, hut Thoſe, who 
have them always in their Mouths. + : - 
Let us ſee then how this mighty Apologit for 


7 the Diſſenters ſets them on the higher Ground 


for their Charity, the pretended Shibboleth of 


the Party. And of This, in Imitation of their Fu- 


vourite Piece The Rights of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, He makes their Occaſional Conformity to 
be the Teſt. What? does Charity obligs them to 
comply with an Unſcriptural . and with 
an Uſurpation of our Saviour / Right to impoſe 
Terms of Communion > Methinks i, they- * 40 
ſo much for Charity, Peace and Vniey m 
demand the Reſt of them ; and if they will * 
times ſacrifice their Objecklon: againſt the Church 
to the Former, they maght always' _ us you the 
fake of the Latte. oY 
But ſbould they not ſometimes n to the 


- 31, Church; they —— be guilty of Schiſm for 


want ＋ Charity; Theſe 5h then of the Diſlenters, 
who do not conform Occaſionally, are guilty of 
. and that They are guiley dl who hold 
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Communion with open and avow'd Schiſmaticks, 
I need not determine. 

But why ſhould Schiſm ſeparate Men, when ac- 
cording to our Authour, even Hereſy in à Congre- 
gation, tho ſuch Hereſy makes them ſeparate 
from Others, well not warrant Others in with- 


drawing from ſuch Heretical Congregations. For 


what has ordinary Worſhip to do with ſpeculative 
Opinion? Tho with Reſpedt to each other, Presby- 


terians and Anabaptiſts be Hereticks, yet this 


Gentleman thinks, They ought ſometimes to worſhip 
together, and nom and then go to Church too, leſt 
they ſhould renounce the Society of Chriſtians. 
muſt we then bear our publick Teſtimony only 
againſt the Orders of our Governours, and that 
in Matters Indifferent, but not againſt Tenets, 
which ſhake the Foundation of our common Chriſtia- 


nity d This, I e ub a Doctrine founded upon 
c 


the charitable Scheme of the Free-thinkers ; and it 
muſt then he a Sign of Perſecution, if according to 
the Apoſtolical Canon the Church ſhould at any 


nion or Ordinary Worſhip with an Heretical 
Congregation. e | 


. Beſides Theſe already mention d, there are a 
| few Canting Words more, which I would fam 
hnow the Meaning of, ſuch as Unſcriptural, Im- 


poſition &c. If Unſcriptural means any Thing, 


it wy be that which # contrary to Scripture, or 
wic 


1s not at all determin d by It. As to the 
Modes and Circumſtances of Church-Worſhip 
or Communion, the Firſt 2s not pretended, and as 
for the Latter, I defy the moſt Scriptural Diſſen- 


P. 30. 


P. 


ter 


32. 


Time reject a Man that is an Heretick, nce we ri. j. 10. 
are bound in Charity to join either in Commu- 


(6) 


ter of them all, to produce Authority of Seri pture 


Aa 

for every Rule of their Directory, or even for the 'F 
Modes and Circumftances of the Worſhip and 4 
Communion, which They have amongſt them. % 
And now was it not mighty kind in my loving 4 
Brother to adviſe Me,and the Reſt of theChurch- | * 
Men to lay aſide all other Arguments, and anfiſt l 


upon the Authority of the Church only ? What ? 
Have we not ſhew of Argument enough, but 
we muſt urge that Authority to. our Adverſaries, 
againſt which they already bear their publick 
Teſtimony, 2s an Unſcriptural Uſurpation 
and Impoſition? No; inſtead of the Church's 
Authority, for once I will make Uſe of their 
Own, Does not their Teacher put on a Band, or a 
Cloak without conſulting the Congregation > And 
are They not thereby impos d upon, ſince This 
is done without either their Conſent, or the Autho- 
rity of Scripture ?. Nay 1 am apt to think, the 
Time and Place of Worſhip, and the ſtated Re- 
turns of Communion will ſcarcely he found in 
_ Scripture. {f the Place of therr Meeting had been 
determin d by the Canons of the Church, as ts }' 
by Act of Parliament, t be ſuch only, as is Li- 
cens d by the Biſhop, I doubt not, we ſhould have 
ſeen their pablick Teſtimony againſt This alſo. 
However Modes and Circumſtances of Worſhip 
there muſt be, and ſuch as are Unſcriptural zoo, 
1. e ſuch as are not appointed in Scripture ; and 
as to the diſtinction hs natural and moral Ne- 
ceſſity of theſe Things, I refer to the London 
Caſes, it being too large to be here inſerted. 
But how comes Their Teacher to have the com- 
mand of their Time, and this to be longer or ſhorter 
50 at 
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 Congregataon, 7 lg 
And nom having examin d the Diſſenters Li- 


(9) 


at his Diſcretion? What ? will He pretend to im- 
; pole upon them afier the Hour-Glaſs i, out? 
And do they not think fit to bear their publick 


Teſtimony againſt his private Authority, leave 


im in the Miaſt of his Prayer or Sermon, and 


break lpaſe from an Unſcriptural Confinement ? 


But in Pity to him let us allow. him a Liberty of 
' impoſing upon them more ways than One, or 1 


am afraid he will loſe much the greater Part of his 


.berality, Sincerity, Charity, &c. as ſet off with 
the Advantage of Words by thezr Advocate, 1 


- 


| ſhall give a Specimen or two of this admirable 
Talent at Reaſoning, and Perverting the Senſe of | 
his Author. Hie would make Me inſinuate, That P. 14. 
the Neceſſity of the Epiſcopal Order it not to be 
prov d. without the Teſtimony of Antiquity, 


whereas tis plain from P. 11. of the Honeſt Diſ- 


ſenter, I can mean only this, that no Honeſt Man 


can ſeparate from an Epiſcopal Church, merely 


uon Account. of it's being So, till he has fully con- 


ider d and underſtood thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, 


4 and thoſe Teſtimonies of Antiquity, the former 
of. which eſtabliſh, and the latter clear up the 
Inſtitution of that Order. For tho by Appealing 


in this Caſe to the Apoſtolick Fathers, as the 


| moſt proper Witneſſes of what was in Fatt the Go- 
vernment of the Church in their Age, we do not 


weaken the Authority of Scripture ; Yet ſince the 
Senſe of thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which eſtab- 


liſh the Neceſſity of Epiſcopacy, ts diſputed, who, 


1 pray, are ſo proper Judges in this Controverſy, 
as They, who immediately ſucceeded the Apoſtles, 
_ 1 15 B. | 


or 
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| | „ 
or at moſt were but a few Removes from them? of 
Next to the divine Authority of Scripture we hs 
appeal to the conſentient Teſtimonies of the pureſt |} . hi 
Antiquity, and the Practice of the Church in its 
firſt and unc orrupted Apes. And here for once er 
will try, whether the Authority of our Church, which 1 2. 
our Authour kindly adviſes Me to inſiſt on, is of fit 
Weight with Him. In the Preface to the Forms' i © 
of Ordination She has thus determin d. It is e- © 

' vident unto all Men diligently reading holy | * 
Scripture and ancient Authours, that from 
the Apoſtles Time there have been theſe Or- W 
ders of Miniſters in Chriſts Church, Biſhops, | 
Prieſts and Deacons. . ; | 
But it ſeems, the Teſtimony of Antiquity zs wh 
what this Gentleman and his Party are afraid F be 

F; well knowing that all the Novel Schemes, 
and looſe Opinions, which abound among Us, and the 
have made ſuch deplorable Breaches in the Unity | © 
of the Church, muſt fall before It. So that Here e 
again we have the Happineſs to ſee him unmask d, far 
or to look through his Diſguiſe, and perceive ham fict 
to be a falſe Accuſer of the Brethren. 10 
The ſame Kind of wretched Reaſoning 1s con- Cor 
tinu d in Anſwer, as our Authour ſuppoſes, to this . 
Afertion of mine, that the Parochial Miniſter is || Ver 
the Guide and Director of the Souls committed | * 
to his Charge ; and therefore an Honeſt Man ber 
will communicate his Scruples to Him, before he ſl - 
ſeparates. And why not > Have not the Laws tl 
of Men, (tho as he will have it, the Laws of God fal 

had Nothing to do in the Caſe) ſet the Clergy to 
watch over the Souls of the People, and that for | En 
this very Reaſon, becauſe ſo much at leaſt the __ _ 
| | 7 | ; 0 101 


of God direct, that Men ſhould obey thoſe, that 


fore | B 2 "0 


( 11) 


have the Rule over them and eſteem them 

highly in Love for their Works ſake 2 Hath 
not Chriſt given hisChurch Paſtors and Teach- 2% 4. 11. 

ers for the perfecting of the Saints? And why '* 


may not a due Attention, and an honeſt Diſpo- 2. z 


ſition render their Advice, as well as the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel clear and effeftual > Theſe are 
as general Expreſſwns, I am ſure, as any He ad- 
viſes us to inſiſt on; and why ſhould not the People 
be guided by Them, (if 3 qualiſy d as I 
ſuppoſe, and not under ſtrong Temptations to P. 1. 
miſlead them, ) except it be to ſhew their Humour 
of oppoſing their Governours in the Church, as, 
when aipleas d Theſe Men always do thoſe in 
the State ? N 1 
0 But my Readers, or this Anſwerer for 
them will cry out Popery upon Me, (a very ſer- r. :;. 
uiceable Word, I confeſs;) But why ſo? Becauſe 
ſuch a Claim to the Direction oft Men s Conſciences 
ſavours of Infallibility ; . e. There # no Quali- 
fication for a Man to be a proper Director of A- 


(nother f Conſcience, but Infallibility; A divine 


Commiſſion, a Courſe of Studies, and (to be ſup- 
por d) Integrity are nothing to this Purpoſe. But 
for once to put him out of his Play, let us bring this 
mighty Argument of his to Method, if ſuch inco- 
herent Stuff can be made Methodical, : ; 
| Evefy Man, who claims the Direction of 


other Men's Conſciences, makes Himſelf In- 


Dr 

The Parochial Miniſters of the Church of 
England claim the Direction of other Men's 
viz. their Pariſhioner's Conſciences; There- 


4 
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| The Parochial Miniſters of the Church of 
Pu land make Themſelves Infallible.' 
Major I deny, and defy Him, and all his. 
; Club to prove it. But for his Uſe I will preſent 
him with one Syllogiſm more, 7 he knows what 
That means, n be may apply, as he . O. 
ehm. 

2 Man, who thinks he 35 no Need 
of the Direction of Others, makes TRI 
Infallible ; But | 
He, who refuſes their Direction wh are 

appointed to give it him, thinks he has no 
oe. of che Direction of Ochers; z wan 

1 
He, who refuſes their Dicken W are 
| appointed to er it ant,” makes ine In- 
fallible. 10 
But tho aur Authour # ſo gro , out in his 
Reaſoning, and cares not, tho he be ſo, the whole 
Letter being deſgn d only 20 amuſe, yet his other 
End may happen to be ſero d by it, viz. to carry 
on the grand Defſpn of the Party againſt the 
Church, by traducing it s Miniſters as Favou- | 
rers of Popery. You have therefore that ſervi- 
 @eable Word in different Characters, and ſome O- 
thers before it in Capital Nen the Eye 
of Thoſe, who can only read, and to mſinuate, 
that every Pariſh Miniſter, w claim as he oughe, 

_ the Direction of his Pariſhioners in their Spi 
tual Concerns, ſets up for à Pope, and is ready 
to act the n over their. Con e with a Ven- 
geance. 1 1 2; 


And now, er this bold 2 at ial FR Cler- 
By of the Chnrch, who would think He ſhould 3 


2 __ 6 8. 
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. Powers, Je reteiv d from 


(z:) 


muß offended at my Parochial Scheme, as he calls 
, only berauſe it deſtroys Epiſcopal Juriſdi- 7. . 


— 2 3 then; From Popery I have tuo a 


ſwmging Leap, it ſeeme, into Presbytery. Bus 


hare his Reaſoning i ſo perplex d; that tis hard 
tu make even common Senſe f it, and that, ro uſt 


bu own falſe Engliſh, cam be e Gentlem mm 
nor Clergyman Dealing; © 


| But to the Point; The Biſhop, we ae * 
Paſtor of his Divorkcud the Parochial 
4 are his Curates m'the ſenſe of that Pray er, 
he has unluckily referr'd to, but not in the v 
Senſe of the Word, which he would inſinuate. The 
word Curate v deriv d a Cara, ſc. Animarum and 
ir applicable to all the inferiuur Clergy, to whom 
the Cure or Care of Souls is committed iy Chriſt, 
and hit Miniſter the Biſhop. 1s then uhe Cure 
of Sous committed to the Pariſh Miniſter > Does 
his rode Ae. imply ſo mucſn? And ſball he not 
Direct ion of the Souls, he has the Charge 
the Power of the 


of, without encroaching - 


Biſhop, who under Chriſt gave it Him? The 
the Biſhop, were tertain- 
ly given him to be euercis d, and are not nevocable 


at Pleaſure by Him, who' gave them; Nor does 
3 impair, but rather ſtrengthen the 


Epiſcopal ſuriſdict ion, mung tbe ſeveral 
5 Ofires if b . his Function, 22 —— ta, 
and a cloſe Conunit; 
Head of the Miniſterial Body, and {the Contor of 
Chriſtian Vnity in his Dioceſe. 


ion with h Biſtiop, who is the 


I this be ſetting up à Kingdom wichin a 
Kingdom, tit, I am ſure; no more,than the Caſe o of 


80 n in which there * be Superior . 
Ss . 


r. 


P. 7. 


7. 
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Subordinate Officers ; and why the People may not 
be ſubjedt to the general Paſtor. of their Dioceſe; 

and to the Direction of their Pariſh Miniſter in 
Particular, who 1s lilemiſe under the Biſhop's 
Direction, and all this without any Inconſiſtency, 

T cannot perceive, and he who can, muſt be much 
more Jbarp:/ehted than-our Authuur. 
In ſhort; This and the Reſt of his Reaſonings 
about Parochial Schemes, hit Eraſtian depen- 
dency of the Church upon the State, and his pre- 
cariou Authority of the Civil Powers, have in 
them all the Miſchief of the Rights of the Chri- 
ſtian Church with ten Times the Abſurdity. ,. 

But the worſt Fit is, I have gone a little far- 
ther, and have happen d to be ſo ignorant of our 
Conſtitution, as to rec hon the Diſſenters amongſt 
Thoſe, that are committed to the Charge of the 
Curate, i. e. the Parſon, as he will haue it, and to 
require them not to ſeparate from the Church 
without having his Approbation. And this tho 
. 20. he has dar d me to it, I have continued in my Third 
J 5: nit ct ts | 
For io ſpeak plainly, I have often had the Aſ- |: 
ſarance to 3 the Exhortation 8 the HOO 
Supper, and have preſum d to diref# my People in 
the Wards of the Cinch, if they r — 
fort or Counſel, to come to Me, or ſome other 
diſcreet and learned Miniſter of God's Word 
for it; ſo that tho our Church i ſo moderate, as 
not to conſine Men to their own Pariſh Minifter, 
Diet He u firſt nam d, as being generally the moſt . 
Proper Per ſon But exhorted they are to go to ſome 
Miniſter, and that tuo for the Benefit of Abſo- 
lution, as well as Advice, without n 
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Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. And had all, who now 
Diffent from the Church, reſorted to the diſcreet 
and learned Miniſters of it, before their ſeparation 
for Advice and Counſel, to overcome their Scruples, 
and quiet their Conſciences, there would have been 
but few Diſſenters now except ſuch as our Authour 


for whom, 1 own, my Character was not intended. 
For in this Caſe, as in that of the Commu- 
nion, He, who ſhould lay ſuch ſcruples before me, 
a2 Myſelf, or Others, he ſhould conſult, could not 
remove, would have my Approbation of the Me- 


thod, he took to make Himſelf eaſy, and alſo of his 


Separating, till better ſatisfy d. And that this 


u all, I can poſſibiy mean by Approbation in P. 
17. of my Character, any Man, who does not love 


to wreſt and torture words into what Meaning, he 
pleaſes, will eaſily diſcover. For P. 16. J ſay that 


the end of conſulting the Parochial Miniſter ic, 


that he, who ᷣ inclinable to diſſent, may be ſo ſa- 


tisfy'd as to continue in the Church, or ſo as 


that he may the more ſafely withdraw Him- 
ſelf from it; And P. I d that having aſſign d the 
Cauſes of his Separation to Him, who is the 
proper Judge thereof, he is, when ſatisfy d, 
as ready to return to the Church, as when 
diſſatisfy d, he was to leave it. 


But if the moſt was made of the word Appro- 


| bation, our Authour could no more draw the In- 


ference, he does, than he could make Popes of all 
Parents, becauſe their Children ought to have 


their Approbation in Matters of Importance. 
But if he will contend for This too, we ſhall have 
a great many more than Ten Thouſand Popes, 


and this Gentleman, who ſeems to be a Nn to 


Diotre- 


* 


616) 
Diottephes, and love the Preheminence, may 
have a fair Chance (and the only One, ＋ dare ſay, 
he will ever have) for Infallibility . 
e tbe like ungenerour = — hi Sophiſti- 
| cal — op mhat I have ſaid, that in ver- | 
. 1 9 Honeſt Diſſenter will not | 
have the wöorſe opinion of what is propos d 
to bim; becauſe tis mot what. he has been 
r. 26. taught, believes, or practices. Nec, ſays he, he 
"muſt, and unill think it falſe, if be does not believe 
it. Nate mill he be as haſty, as our Authour, 
and judge without Eramination? To what Purpoſe 
tben ab any Conference? Here a Man to ſet about 
learning Mathematicks in ſuoh a tractable Hu- 
maur as This, and rejodt every Propofitien, which 
Hould at firſt View appear falſe to hum, whatever © 
Diſſenter he might make, tho he might: come to be 
a Baxter, oris Calamy, I am perſwaded * would 
never be a Newton, ora Hally: 
This Obfervation is follom d by ach an . 
vac, & ay. rable Leſſon about the Rights of Princes, and 
Obedience to the Civil Powers, as in Com- 
pliment to the preſent Government, he intimates 
to be the only One theſe Times will bear. By 
which tis viſible, what u the deſgn of Him, and 
hit Party, viz. to look farther, as he calls. it, if 
the pretended. Rights of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, and their imaginary Civil Intereſts, i.: 
' Power and Prefer ment ſhould be deny d them. 
Aud 'what ſball me haue next in the Name of 
Monder? ¶ by truly, Nothing but a Parcel of Trum- 
Pi. 28, &. pery, Which: Others have 2 the Patience to au- 
i ſwer, as often as the Diſſenters and their Friends 
u ee Confidencè to urge as ene 
But 
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> But P. 33. comes a moſt ſurprizing Remark. 
I have condemnd Occaſional Conformity, and 
the Degrees, by which ſome have come over. 
from the Diſſenters Quarters to Ours ; And 
this, be ſays, to keep them at the moſt Diſtance 
from our Aſſemblies, as i they were to be con- 
yerted, miraculouſly in an Inſtant. 
And now would any Man believe, that I had per- 
4 ſwaded the Diſſenters to lay aſide their Prejudices, 
„ts conſult the proper Director of their Cunſciences, 
5 to read Books, and manage verbal Conferences free- 
ly and impartially, nay even to come to Church, 
and all this in order to be reconcil d to our cummu- 
nion, and yet tbat I expect their Converſion in a 
moment? I appeal to the Character, whether 
This be not an Incanſſſtency of his own making. If 
I have condemn d Occaſional Conformity, 715 in 
thoſe, who practiſe it without any View of return- 
ing to the Church, who do it ſtatedly, and as mach 
upon Principle, as they ſeparate; In ſhort, tis in | 
' Thoſe, who coming to Church even with an Opi- i 
nion, That it's Worſhip & unlawful, becauſe Un- 1 
ſcriptural, condemn Themſelves, This they muſt | 
do, if they join-in the Worſhip; and as for all 
all thoſe, who do otherwiſe, who bring their Bodies 
z0 Church, and leave their Hearts behind them, 5 | 
hawever This might have pleas d our firſt Refor- || 
mers, They have my free Conſent to make up a Con- 2 
3 gregation for the Authour of this Letter. _ _ 
"of | © One Thing more 1 am bound to tate Notice ofs 
m- | Accuſationof Profaneſt brought againſt me P. Ao. I = 
which one would imagine, I had done ſomewhat more, l 
pas than only attempted to be witty upon ſerious, or | 
ſacred Matters, as he thinks fit to call a downright =_ 
. e Impoſture. ' 


1 
Impoſture { have indeed ridieui d their Pretence 
to the Spirit, but not their Prayers, in which they 
beg it s A tance. If they deny this their Pretence, 
they muſt caſtrate almaſt all their Writings, or pro- ' 
vide an Index Expurgatorius for them; or of . 
= will ſtill continue to amuſt their People 'with 
otion of Spiritual Prayers, 1. e. Prayers at 


: the "Hanks of Praying / by vho Spir itz obe 0 
muſt keep the Methods ur d in their Academies for 4 
acquiring Skill and 4 in this Partioulgy, a : 


greater Secret, than they have Woe: — 
be (vnclim of the Lerter = P, 44. 2 


of it a Quotation, which he 5 
out o . — re ane 9 ee 
ent I e, have run 7 Ob⸗· 


ſervations, ac Himſelf. vals 6 viſt and 1 
the ſame with that of the Papiſts, and other Wri- 
ters of 1 6g by eng. — 2 of 
our Church, Mtreying re Succeſſion of our 
Miniſtry. ws} his he would fain have you believe 


was that Prelare's Opinion, viz.” that vhe Sucreſ= NN © 
fron of Biſhop's eee at che Refvr- . a 
mation. "i 
Now obſerve the Craft of the Mango g mY no 45 
harder Name; You may e that 5 

- I ſhould fer down his Lord-ſhips Opimbh of 45 


the Caſe; But truly his Lordſhip ſeems to give 

up the Point, and rather excuſes it from the 
Confuſion the Church was then in, than | 
offers — neee 8 rea fan 
not ex would deal me, o/ 4 

| World aw A fit 
frice he u o will to ſuppreſi it, as HMwing that * 

| ery Thi fed by ht Prelate 8 * 

We, 


mY 


5 ei 95 
Weight with the Diſſenters, I will be their Friend 
for once, and help them to his Lordſhip's Opi- 


nion of this great and important Point. 


P. 404. After all that our Authour has quoted, , 


Reform. 


and the Story of the Nagg's- Head Tavern, His vl. 1. 
. Lordſhip geves Us this excellent Paragraph, re- 
lating to Parker's Conſecration: , 
N ame excepted againſt the Canonicalneſs of it, be- 
« cauſe it was not done by all the Biſhops of the Pro- 
e ance, and 3 of the.Bilhops had no ſees,when they 
aid it, and 24th was only a Suffragan Biſhop. 
But to all thu it was ſaid, that after a Church 
« had been overrun with Hereſy, Thoſe Rules, 
« which were to be abſerv d in it 5 more ſetled State, 
& were always ſuperſeded, as appears particularly, 
“ when the Arrian Biſhops were turn d aut of ſame 
« great ſees ; for the Orthodox Biſhops did ther 
* ordatn others to ſucceed them, without judging 
(*ﬀhemſeloes baund by the Canons in ſuch Caſes. Aud 
© Biſhops that had been rightly conſecrated, could 
(certainly derive tbeir own Character to others, 
& whether they were actually in Sees of not. And 
| 5 a Suffragan Biſhop, berng con/ecrated in the ſame 
manner, that other Biſnops were, tho he. had 
bs © a limited Jurisdiction, yet mas of the ſame Order 
it | © with Them, All theſe Thing, were made out with 
if | © a great deal ef Learning by Maſon, who upom the 
* „ publiſoing of. that Fiction, wrote in ¶ indication 
le * of the Engliſh Miniſtry y. e 
n By this Time, 1 ſaphoſe, tis viſible for what Rea- 
id ſon, Biſhop Burnet ? Opinion mas to be kept ſuch 
% || © mighty Secret; But of eur Authour will foull in- 
wes | St, that his Lordſhip has given up the Point, 
as . e. the Validity FELL Conſecration; let us 
TY e CC a _— 
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go back but a few Tears, and we ſhall find his Lord- 
Thip offering at a plain Vindication of the Caſe, in 
a Book entit led, A Vindication of the Ordina- 
tions &c. e ee. 
In tbis Book P. 36. His Lordſhip ſtates the 
Objection of his Adverſary, as to Subſtance the 
ſame with what our Authour has collected from 
His Hiſtory. After this he laſhes him ſeverely, as L 
had he liu d, he might with better Reaſon have 4 
ſerv d my good Brother, this Letter- Writer, | 
For having no ſort of Eccleſiaſtical Learning,or 
| very little moral Honeſty. Soon after this he 
p. 79. Fells bim, That the Conſecrators of Matthew 
Parker being Biſhops by their Order had ſuffi- 
cient Power and Authority to conſecrate Him, 
Lett. P. 48-8, e. Tho they were only Quondam, Elect, (viz, to KM. 
| nem Sees, having been Dioceſan Biſhops long be- 
fore in Edward the Sixth's Time) or Suffragan 
Biſhops only, yet having the Character of Biſhops 
in them, they could ordain, and conſecrate, or 
exerciſe any of the Powers, which were in them. 
I ſball quote Biſhop Burnet no farther. For 
as His whole Book will ſufficiently reward any one 
for conſulting it, and is almoſt entirely upon this 
Subject: So what Thave already taken from him is 
enough to ſheiv, that That Prelate is the moſt im- 
proper Authour my Friend could have pitch d upon, 
wnleſs the Authour, he can pervert moſt, be moſt 
to hu Purpoſe. ee * 
But if I have not fully made my kind Brother 
amends for his Preſent of a Piece of Hiſtory, by 
giving Him the Opinion of the Hiſtorian (which 
He, poor Man, could not pick out for the Life of 
him) I hope to be clearly out of his Debt, by refer- 
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ing him to Mr Hooker's Diſcourſe of ſuſtifica- 
tion, wherein he will find Calvin, Mornay, and 
Zanchy, all quoted to ſhew, that the Corruptions 
in the Church f Rome did not unchurch Her, or 
take away from Her the Eſſence of a Chriftian 
Church. And by the Help of This, if He be not 


as much diſpos d to pervert theſe Authours, as He 


was to miſrepreſent Biſhop Burnet, he may hope 
for an Anſwer to that pithy Queſtion of his, How 


was the Succeſſion preſery'd ? | 
Dur Letter-Writer having thus given us a taſt 
of his Skill in gr Or Hiſtory has thought fit 


to add a Specimen of his Abilities in the Law. He 
tells us P, 48.that in the Letters Patents for the 
Conſecration of the firſt Biſhops, the Queen, 
for avoiding all ambignity and Queſtions 


that might be objected againſt the ſame hath 


by herSupreme Power andAuthority diſpenſed 


with all cauſes and doubts of any imperfe&tion - 


or diſability that can or may be objected to it. 


This as the' Statute ſay's was a Caution which 
had not been uſed in Letters Patents of the 


ſame Nature, and therefore may give ſome 
reaſon to ſuſpect that the Legality of the Pro- 
ceeding was not ſo clear as one could wiſh it. 
and this Suſpicion he ſays is confirm d by the 


8 Act of Parliament which paſs d in the 82h year 


of her Reign, declaring all the Conſecra- 
tions that had been made ſince the Queens Ac- 


ceſſion, Valid; any matter or thing that can or 
may be objected to the contrary notwith- 
ſtandling. After which He adds in the next 1 2 

the 


So that the Parliament, tho they confirm 
Biſhops in their Sees have virtually declar d 


( 22) i 
that they did not look upon them as good 
Biſhops before this Act paſs d. 
In this manner has our honeſt Author endea- 
wour d to prove our Biſbops to be nothing, but mere 
Creatures of an At of Parliament. An excellent 
diſen and very fit for the Pen of a Clergyman 4 


could with * have paſs d over the injurious treat- 


ment tbe flights and reproaches which He Jo} = 
tifully . upon me, but I confeſs my I. 
tion riſes when I ſee him attack the ee of 


our Church by ſuch unworthy and dizingenuous me- 


_ thoas as one would hope even a e would 
bluſh to make uſe of, and by aſſerting which 
are directly contradiqtedly the 0 quotes. 

For the Ad of Parliament he mentions is ſo far 
from virtually declaring, that the Biſbops were nat 


good Biſhops before the paſſing that Act ey it ſeve- 


| ral times aſſerts the Contrary in the ſtrongeſt and 
| 8. lr. 1. moſt expreſs Terms imaginable. $. 1. Foraſmuch 
| as divers Queſtions by overmuch boldneſs of 
Speech and talk amongſt many of the com- 
mon ſort of People being unlearned, hath late- 
ly grown upon the making and conſecrating 


of Arch- Biſhops and Biſhops within this Realm, 


whether the ſame were and be duly and order- 
ly done according to Law or not, which 


is much tending to the Slander of all the 


ſtate of Clergy being one of the greateſt 
ſtates of this Realm * for the avoid- 
ing of ſuch ſlanderous ſpeech. and to the In- 
tent that every man that is willing to know 
the Truth, may plainly underſtand that the 


ſame evil "ſpeech and talk is not grounded 


1 any * matter or cauſe, it is thought 
| conve- 
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convenient hereby partly to touch fork Au- 
thorities which do allow and approve the mak- 
ing and conſecrating of the ſame Arch- Biſnops 
ad Biſhops to be duly. and orderly done ac- 
cording to the Laws of this Realm, and there- 
by further to provide for the more ſurety 
thereof. f. 2. ſo that to all thoſe who will 
well confider of the Effect and true Intent of 
the ſaid Laws and Statutes it is and may be 


very evident and apparent that no cauſe of 


Scraple Ambiguity or Doubt can or may. 


ni be objected againſt the ſaid Elections 


Hennen er Comfectitions or any other 
material ting meet to be us d or had in or 


about the ſame; bat that every thing requi- 


ſit or material for that purpoſe hath: been 


made or done as preciſely, 20 with as grea 


a Cate and Diligence or rather more, as rr 
the like was done before her Majeſties time. 


6. 4. All Perſons that have been and ſhall 


be made ordain d or conſecrated Arch - Biſnops 
Biſhops; &. be in very deed and alſo by Au- 
thority hereof declared and enacted and ſhall 
be Atch-Biſhops,Biſhops;&c. any Statute Law 
Canon or other thing to the done not- 
withſtanding. | 
It will T believe a appear by this time 


what Credit it to be given *. Author of this 


Stamp, whoſe Miſtakes cannn be the effetts of pure 
Ignorance. Who has the Confidence to appeal 10 
Ad of Parliament to Nene the Illetality of the 
Biſhops Ordinations, tho that very 477 = made 
with no other view but to put a ſtop to ſuch a ground- 


wh 2 declares it to be a ſlander u the 


Clergy 


; (24) 
Clergy. and to have ariſen purely from over much 
bolaneſs. of ſpeech among the Unlearned and Com- 


mon ſort of People. and tho it affirms that all perſons 


that have. been made or conſecrated; Arch-Biſhops 
er Biſhops be in very deed Arch. Biſhops and 
Biſbaps, and that no Doubt or Scruple can juſtly be 

obſected againſt the ſaid Conſecrations; yet our 
Author it ſeems has thought fit to aſſure his 3 wr 
that this Parliament has virtually declar d that 


fang thit Ad. Whether there be leſs wiſdom or ho- 


| 4" in thus perverting 6nd contradifting an Act 


of Parliament which He himſelf appeals to, I ſhall 
leave tu my Reader to determme. * 5 


IAbat ſatigfaction this Gentleman may have | 


talen in his performance I know not but have rea- 
fn | 2 5 e ak mill "ow no pretence 

- coaſting, of their Champion w 0 bas ſupported 
their cauſe by. an old exploded 22 — 
from the Papiſts without any addition of his own 
but that of prevarication and falſe dealing and who 


bas thanght fit to paſs upon the World under the aiſ- 
gwſe of a (Clergy-man for no other end but more 


effectually: to. undermine the honor of the Order 


and the. Intereſts of the.Church, And with this 


pious deſgn has with equal learning and probity 


done hb; beſt to furniſh the adverſaries of Religion 


with an Argument which He could not but know 


has been effeRually anſwer d by Burnet, Maſon, 


Bramhall and Strype as well as by his own Af 
And now, ſince I have but little Time to ſpare 


From ibe Employment of 'a large Pariſh, have not 


the good Fortune to meet with Contributions for 
' | Printing 


N 


the Apfinps were not good Biſhops before the paſ- 
£08 


(25) 
Printing, as I did for Building, have little Aﬀſſu- 
rance to recommend, or Intereſt to diſperſe my 


Performance, and None at all with the uſeful So- 


ciety of London Hawkers, I ſhall take my leave 

of him once for all; And if He thinks fit to reply, 

and fatigue the World with any more ſcurrilous Re- 

flefttons upon Me, or ſhallow Reaſonings againſt 

the Church, I ſhall give no other Anſwer to this 

N Adverſary, than the Lord rebuke 
.. | 


— 


— 


Dear Sir, Candlemaſs Day 1717 


Hate read Your Character of an honeſt Diſ- 
ſenter, the Letter to Tou, and Your Anſwer : 
And, if You will have my judgment of the perfor- 
mance, I ſhall readily tell You, I think, You have 
honour d thu wretchedPamphleteer too much in tak- 
ing any notice of bim at all; He « below You: He 
I now, or any two Writers of our Form, might 
write and write on to the end of the Chapter, and 
give diverſion enough to any, who were ſo idle, as 
zo read our Works, © ST 
Wu indeed have with great Piety and Learning 
ſolidly Confuted all the Cavils, which could be made, 
and I find, have taken Your leave of him, I there- 
fore give You the trouble of this, to deſire You to ac- 
quaint this Your Good Brother, this ſame Clergy- 
man, that I tho Lay-man, and as muchaſham'd 
of my Name, as he can be, do intend to anſwer 


whatever he ſhall hereafter write upon this Topic; 


Tam, as Idle, as he; Am in as. little danger of 
loſing Reputation by writing filly S tuff, as he ; and 
I | D 


can 


? (26). f 
Can and Will drink Coffee at the Gtæcian, as 
weill as he; and Intend in a very little time, to meet 


him there agen, among the Adepts, and hear his 
Elaborate VDiſcourſes. I ſhall value Argument 


as little as he, and write only ad hominem: He 


wall be ſo much taken up in ehe for * 
e avie to 


months to come, that I know, be will not 
aſh up any great matter, till Autumn: And, 


Pray let him know, that If he @ ſo Laviſh of bu 


| Thoughts in Publick, as he uſes to be, I will both 
Write a Book for him, and Anſwer it too, before 
Ln...” | 


All You Give me Leave to ſhew You a 8 ci- | 
men of the fair Way of writing among theſe little, 


abſurd, Freethinking Pamphlet Writers, _ 

' . Suppoſe I have a mind to Abuſe all Ordina- 
tions, Miniſtry s, divine Miſſions, Apoſtolical In- 
| flitutions, Church Diſcipline, or any. ſuch little 


Trifle; I take tbe firſt book I meet, and anſwer 


it, Whether it be a Character of a Diſſenter, Or, 
an Account of China, Or, s Calculation of 


Southſea Stock: 1 Play about a little, till Ican 


hook in ſome of the abovemention d Terms, and 
then Gravely ſay, © Perhaps You haus not read ſuch 
© Piece of Hiſtory, Iwill therefore take the Pains 
eto gius it you at latge; And then I tell you a 


long lying Story about the Conſecration of Arch- 
Biſbap Parker, Or, If I have a mind to call all 
the Clergy of the Church of England R:---s at 
 . once, I only ſay, Vie, Brother, Fre | Why will 


«you print what you know u nat to be defended? 
Me all amn, you know, This u Rank Prigſtcraft : 
tit Confeſt, there ij not a Syllable of Truth in all 
*IWe Pretend, only to Amuſe the filly Laity, and 


E preſerve 


= . . 
> a oa > .. mm... we 


(27) 


c preſerve our Power. And then Add, with a Cares 


| leſs Air, But this by the bye. P. 4. Sertuſly, Sr 


Can there be any thing-wruten ſo abſurd, ſo . 
'varicating, ſo falſe, and ſo lemraying of Ignorance, 
as the 4th Page of the Letter? No! Even the Reſt 
of his own Book, comes not up to it. | 

He pretends ta bea Clergy-man, and yet owns, 5 
he does not beleive, what he profeſſes ; Nay, owns 
he believes it to be falſe. 

He pretends to be a Scholar, and a 7 EY 
and 3h s, the Difenters fk the better os the 
Controverſy. Ky 

He Tifles about Ceremonies, and th N Fare 
of Sthiſm; yet pretends to be an Unprejudic d 
Searcher fo Truth: And he Prevaricates ſo 
about Excommunication, (a Word, he has _ 
told, ſignify s ſomething near akin to 'Poper 


to hear him talk of Im moon ng, One woul, of jen? think 


the Church had (ot a Tax of at leaſt 4s in 
the Pound. 

The Truth is, He cares not what be ſays; He 
ts as little a Diſſenter, (from this Pamphlet, I 


judge) as he u a Church „ England man: And, on 


which ſide ſoever the Borough may be, I dare ſay 


be does not know on which fide the Tweed, hrs 


Church 27. 


He laughs at all R and all Succeſſion of 


Priefts, (as a Graver man than he, to hu ſhame 


be it ſpoken, has ſince done) hates the Church and 


the Diſſenters only ſecundum magis & minus 
and Halloo's One fide againſt the Other, only to 

ſet them by the Ears together. 
Such as I have Deſcrib d this Ingenious Wri- 
ter o be, 0 ſuch be 16) Yet will I take him for 
my 


1 
_ my Play- fellow for ſome time, till We likewiſe 
have Wrote our Selves Out. I would only Warn 
him of one thing; Let him have. a care of being 
Witty or Aiming to be ſo, in a Wrong place. [ 
am a Deviliſh Fellow at ſetting Snares, and when 
he may think himſelf” ſecareſt, then I have him faſt- 
et in my Trap. Let him Carefully Conſider this 
Motto, Ne ShuToOR ultra Crepidam ; Which 
makes me fear His Letter to You will be his Laſt. 


'ERRAT. p. 28. I. 8. pro-Shutor lege Sutor. 
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NEW PREFACE 


TO THE 


CHARACTER 


OP AN 


Honeft DISSENTER, 


Te 

Alder to aletter occaſion” d by II,. 
A N D n 

Pretended to be Wrote by a Clergy-man. 


By Ricrazp Peaxs Author of the Character, &c. 
N 1 TU” 
Prov. 26. 26. Whoſe Hatred it cove; ed by Deceit, His 
Wickedneſs ſoall be ſhewed be on the whole Con- 
Dregation. 
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run 


2 de role day One 
Man is, ani places. him in 
Si \View, always. intimates to 
Others, hat they ſbould, or hit 
not he. This is the Uſe of, and thus 
much may be leuru d bya Character; 
in which it ſhould bealways eaſy and 
obvious to determine, whether it de- 


ſerves our Avon, or our: Imita. 
un, 


\The Character; There profent the 2 


Warld: with, I must confeſs, is not 
druaun from auy One ſingle Perſon; 


to deſcribe: Aud mut ee 
add, that, fears there will be fu 
Diflen ters, 29ho- upon" Examinarion' 


will find. Themſelves exaitly corre-- 


[ponding: to the" followimg- Character. 
1. "ns vor ( — publiſh —_— 420 
F4 ir 7 


but.'ts compoſed of * the ſeveral Qua- 
 ifecations ,' which are neceſſary We 
make. up the Honeſt Man, I pro poſe” 


oF 


The PREFACE. 
their 8 but, as Honeſty, | 
on my own Part, obliges me, for 
their R eformation.. I would have F 
every Man, of what Perſwaſion 
| ſoever, Conſcienttouſty \diſcharge his 
Duty; for 'what is the: Motive of 
my Mriting, ſboutd. be- the Rule\of 
Men's Lives, viz. To act according 
ro the Bet of. what they, are, or can 
be inform d of -\ This I take: o be 
more particularly. a reaſomable De- 
mand upon Them, aho anè ever plead- 
ang Conſcience, and Perſwaſion; And 
1 muſt needs ſay, that, did every Diſ- 
ſenter ftridtly perform. the Nara 
Parts, expreſs d in the followingCha- 
acer, (and, whether He ougbi lo do 
J, or not, I take io he n Quoſtion,) I 
am verily penſuaded, our unhappy ' 
Schiſins 2v0u/d:dwindle away apace: 
Tube Honeſt Diſſenters uu ſobm he- 
come Honeſt Church: men; and ꝛue 
ſhould, in a very. ſbort Time, enjoy 
Peace, Unity, aud Concord: For 
which, as our Litany,7u/11 n raus, We 
5 ING Thee * us, Good Lord. 


Seer Ges 


THE 


* 
L 1 * * hg 9 — — 
1 


See THE 
FU * 1 7 „ * 7 
: 7 k * . 7 * 
8 b E : ' 4 1 *. L 4 ; . i ** 


4% 
Honeſt: Diſſenter, &c. 


E ” 
"HE Honeſt Diſlenter it ſincerely de- 
ſirons of Unity: He is earneſtly ſol- 
licitous, that all Chriſtians may be of 
one Mind; And, tho he Separates from 
the Eſtabliſu d Church, aud ſo.interrupts the Peace 


of it, yet this he does not do for the-ſake of Sepa- | 


ration e He had much rather:join withthe Church, 
if he could do it with an eaſy and quiet Conſcience, 


o that his Separation is not a Matter of Humour 


Whatever be Men's Notions:of Moral Ho- 
neſy, yet in the Buſineſs of reveal'd Religion, 
we muſt determine, what is Honeſt, by its 
Conformity to Revelation; ſo that, tho' there 
are indeed Arguments to be brought from 
Reaſon, from the joint Intereſts, and mutual 
Benefits of Mankind, which may induce =_ 

15 | an 


and encourage Unity; yet will theſe prevail 
no farther, than they ſerve ſuch Intereſts, and 


produce ſuch Benefits: If theſe be the only 
Motives, upon which Men are Honeſt, when 


they ceaſe, it will not be thought Diiſ-honeſt, 
to act aſter a different Manner; and it will be 
a. difficult Task to perſwade Men, by Princi- 


ples of Morality alone, to do one Thing, when || 
according to their own Judgment, the Advan - 

tages of others, or themſelves, point out Ano- | 
ther. But, when we make a flanding Revela- 
tion the Touch-ſtone of Honeſty, when we.fix _ 


it upon this ſure and immoveable Foundation, 
it will never vary from its Standard, bur it 
muſt change its Nature. Tis a Chriſtian 
Homxeſty therefore, which I ſpeak of, more par- 
ticularly in this firſt and main Part of the Cha- 


racler; and I doubt not, but it will appear, 


that the Man, Who is endued with it, muſt of 


Neceſſity be in every Point anſwerable to the 


Character here given of him. 


But as to the Honeſty afterwards deſcribed, 


I intend not to oblige my ſelf to produce Scrip- 


ture · Proof for every Part thereof; but deſire 
to be thus underſtood, that the Haueſt Man en- 


deavours to ſquare all his Actions according to 
the beſt Information, he either hath; or can 


have from Reafon, or Revelation. For, tho it 
is not probable, that it ſhould often ſo happen, 
yet a Man may appear Juſt in his common 


Dealings with his Neighbours, and Upright 
in his Converſation, without being that Honeſt 


* 


Man, which: he ought to be; without con- 
vari „ 4 


15 [3] 
ſulting Reaſon and Scripture, to determine all 


il his Actions by, particularly to direct him in 

d | Religious Principles, and the Worſhip of God. 

ly But to proceed in the. Illuſtration of this 

vl Charatter,; That the- Honeſt Diſſenter ſhould be 

ft, deſirous of Unity in Religion, is no more, 

DE than that he ſhould be Religious, there being 

l- | a Society in Religion, and the Nature of a 80- 

ny tos ah Proteuricribnk it at leaſt, conſiſt- 

ning in Unity: So that in ſhort, be a Man's Per- 

o- ſwaſion, what it will, and whatever Religion 

la- he profeſſes, yet, as he is a Member of that 

fix Body, which profeſſes the ſame, he is thereby 

n, oblig'd as far as tis in his Power, to preſerve Y 
it and maintain the: Union of all the Members ' 

an of it. i 7 1 ER | | 

ar- But the CHMiſtian Religion carries this Point | 

b. || yetfarther; and notonly fromthe Nature of a 9 

ar, Church in Common with all other Sacieties, but | 

of in a particular Manner, from the Precepts of its f 

he holy Author, enforces that Unity upon all its {| 
Members, without being heartily deſirous of 4 

ed, which no Man can Honeſtiy profeſs, and call A 

ip |: himſelf aChriſtian. The Honeſt Diſſenter there- | 

ire | fore is willing to be of the ſame Mind with all 

en- others of Chriſt's Diſciples ; or, which is the j 

to very ſame in Effect, would have them be /ike- j 

an minded with him; becauſe, as to this particu- | 

it lar, he finds in holy Seriptare, not only moſt. | 

en, | prefling Entreaties, both of Chriſt, and his þ 

wn | Apoſtles, addreſs'd to their Followers; but alſo 

ght moſt ardent Prayers, put up by them, to the 

neſt Almighty upon this very Account, and argu- 


| 
i 
| 
| 


men- 


* 
* 


dea vouts aſter the fame. oO 
Thus, not to multiply Inſtances, our bleſſed 
Saviour, not long before his Departure from 
dem, rebommended Pente to his © Diſciples, as 
the deareſt Pledge of his Love, that he could 
leave em; Thus does he beſeech the Father, 


that they may in their Union reſemblſe that 


myſtenious, cloſe and inſeparable Union be- 


tween:the Father and the Son; and the more 
effectually to compleat this, he informs them, 


that they muſt all of em jointly continue in 
Him, as che Branches do in a Vine, and that if 
any of Jem ſhould be ſeparated from Fim, or 
from one amm her, either of whith'implies both, 
the Conſequence of this would be, that they 
would: ſoon Sicher, and ſo become of no far- 
ther Fo rhan to be gathered into Bundles, and 

| Burns ei is 2+ n | 
Nor is St. Ps Zea for Unity leſs remark- 
ably expreſs d, hen he repreſents the Church 


in that dadmirable Figure, the Members of the 


Body. He Rarneſt is he with Men, that, if 


it be poſſible und as mus h as lirihi in them, they lh 


world: tivexpeacenbly? And in how particular a 


Manner does he conclude his Charge to the Co- 


riathiaus, with the ſame divine Leſſon; Be of 
ane Mind, live in Peace, and the God of Love 
and Peate ſball be with you. | 

And as to the Union of that particular, 

National Church, which is Eſtabliſhed in the 
Coeuatrysavhere he lives; This is to the Honeſt 
Viſſenter as the Catholick C hureh For he cannot 
join 


entatiue; Reaſons: urg'd for Men's own En- 


„Nene r 


— 


by has 4 
and chereſore he. forbears:: nee has 


ii ae Eftabliſo'd Church, but finding) pb wy in 


WO hut hy joining 
5 partiiuler kart of it; Thereforg, as 
to dhe Communion, of, This, his Nefire | 1 — 
ſamel, u That all ſhould join in it; 
35 Ichaye mentioned in his Chars/Ters tho. 
dots Separate, he is ftiil & Loves: of e 
is not able to eſlect it. by Cool orming w1 
of his:Coapiry-Mew:; Sr h 7 
them to Conformity with himſlf. | 
able, I. Ha, D ee sg 
it; he! 3 inks:hefhould: plea! 
Communign wii 00 4 1 ine 
| 


Rea lan or: his Sepacayon, which alone (if an 
thing) gan juſtify dum, in it, tbat che thou 5 
otherwiſe he guilty of 2 knowpand;wilh ol Sin, 

the Commiſſion of Which Hin-opſcicnce. £9n 
by no Megas bears: orapprovere. , 1." WE 
il bas ohe abr; mode b not} p 

UE 21100 s 9 N I. vr «9 10 oF SOIT 

The Honeſt Dilenterimuy —— hs 
beenregaceted in t d eparation, . 


ſame Perſwaſion : Or = that has bee 


it, mbncl; be could not in Cobiclcale comply with, 
Was, per ſmaded to lende it. If en ale 
Former be;his Caſe, that be was euurated in _ 
ratibn, when he comet to Tears uf Difcretion,: he 

cannot teſt, without foherly,, carefully, and impun- 


Separation: If the Later be birCuſty FR * = 
leave the Church, without. being convinced, abu 


"tis. Sina! for him io cuntinue in ir. ch Hog 
"UH B That 


r 
Thät there are lee ef Both 
theſe Kinds, is not to be qoettion's ; "4nd'as to 
thoſe of the former Sort, I here charge them 
dt with the Neglect of ſuch Examitiazion of 
their Principles, as I have affirm'd to be re- 
Aird of them: Bur 'F am perſwaded, that 
there is one great Fault, Which runs almoſt 
thro the Whole Body of thofe; that Separate 
from us; that whereas they are taught to 
cavil at, and inveigh apainſÞour Liturg y, there 
re many of em, vg are ſo little acqueinted 


/ 1 


with it, that they hardly know it from the 


Alloran; like che giddy Rabble in the grand 


Rebellion, they can cry out Vo Biſpops, tho 
either" the Name, nor the Office of -a BiſÞop, 
is any more underſtood by em, than that of a 


Rrachmian,' or hfuſti, And their general An- 


ſwer, nay, all that they are able to reply, when 


queſtion'd about their Separation, and the 


Grounds of it, is, My. ſuch an One, naming 


_ their reſpective Teacher, is able to give you an 


there, &. Nds nee Jawa e 


And if to this they object, as they com- 


_ do; that thoſe of the Church are as Ig- 
norant as themſelves ; that the common People 
amongſt them alſo, are as unable to give an 
Account of their Principles, and to defend the 


Order of Biſbops, the Liturgy, & c. as they are 


40 ſhew good Reaſons for their Diſlike to em; 


o this I anſwer, that twere to be wiſhd in- 


deed, that all of the Inferior Ranł of Men were 
much wiſer, chan they are, in the great and 


184 


„ e - 0 


0 © '” x 


— 


1 
momentous Buſineſs of Religion: But when 
we ſpeak of the Neceſſity of ſuch Information, 
as relates to Controverſy in Religion, they, 
who oppoſe that which is Eſabliſb d, are moſt 
certainly obliged to have ſolid Grounds, and 
ſubſtantial Reaſons, for ſuch their Oppoſition; 
whereas they, who in Conformity to the Eſta- 
bliſhment, and in Obedience to their Govers 

nors, continue in the Chureh, are not equally; 
bound to defend and maintain every Point of 
their Communion; For to make this clearer; 
A Man certainly may live in Submiſſion aud 
Obedience to the Prince, who is in actual Poſe 
ſeſſion of the Throne, without any Obliga» 
tion to prove ſuch an One's Title to every Part 
of his Dominions: Whereas he, who refuſes 
his Allegiance, is unqueſtionably bound in 
Conſcience to diſprove his Title, to whom he 
denies Subjection; and to defend that of the 
Other, to whom he joins himſelf, and whom. 
he acknowledges to be his ſupreme and lawful 
Governor. But, whatever Men may think of 
this Illuſtration, yet tis apparently the Buſineſs 


of every one, who rejects any thing, that is 


generally received, tho it be but a mere and 
indifferent Cuſtom, to have juſt Cauſe for his 
Diſſent. And, to put this beyond all Diſpute, 
Governors being to be Obey'd in all things 
Lawful, *cis ſufficient for thoſe; who Obey, to 


be perſwaded, that the things are Lawful, in 


which they do ſo; but as for thoſe, ho vp · 
poſe themſelves to any Commands of their 
Governors, which Multitudes comply wh 8 

5 | La. 
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Lawfal; they muſt becable to prove: them 
otherwiſe. For the Former/ if they: are mi- 
taken, do but a good thing ε. Obey for want 
of ſufficient Information z' whereas the Latter, 
#ithey err, do an ilbthing, le. Diſobey, for 
want of righily Informing themſelves 
Did e therefore allow that the common 
People, in our Church, Were unable to defend 
the Terms of 'thete Communion, againſt all 
Gain-ſayers'; yet, I fear, their holding faſt that, 
whirl ii generally approv d of as good, without 
proving all things," will de but àn ordinary Vin- 
dleatibn of thoſe, who hol ſaſt that, which is as 
generally condemn'd as Evil, without proving 
_ whether'ir be fo; or not. If thoſe of the Eſta- 
bliſÞ'd Chayth are hound to examine and under- 
ſtand the la wfulneſt of their Communion, as 
is here objected; there can, Em ſure, be no 
Reaſon” alledg'd for the Diſſenrers being ex- 
empted from making the ſutne Enquiry ; And 
this is what contend for, deſtring thoſe, who 
ba vs been educated in Soparation, impartially 
toenquire, Whether rhey vught to continue 


— 
Wd 


2 


| 


wv ty A Qy Od 


in, or to forſuke it; and thoſe who have the 


 Carevof em, to allow of this their Hase ſt En- 

da vour to ſatisfy their Conſoĩences; to give 
them Leave to uſe the proper Methods of -In- 
formation, and not to conſttain em blindly 
to follow their Fore · Fathers, to remain Schiſ- 
mutet becauſe they were Bbrn; and Bred ſo, 
and to ſubſcribe themſel ves: Dlſeiples of — 
vue Congregation, before they know, upon what 
Terms, they may be admitted to that, which 


— F % 
. A 


15 


24 
is Eſtabliſb d: Nor wil that vain Pretence , 
which ſome have jad , excuſe them from 
this Enquiry into the Terms of Church-Com- 
munion, 2. That becauſe they were Born 
and Fred, what we call“ Difſenters, and were 
never. in the Church , England; they do no 


therefore Diſſexr, or Separate from the Church 


For the Charge of not joining with the Church 
is the ſame with that of leaving it. ' Both are 
„ py by the Laws, which enjoin 
Church. Communion; and if there be Sin in the 


One, there is Sin in the Other. * 


And now to be brief with the ſecond Sort o 


Diſſenters, viz. Thoſe, who leave the Church 
after they are come to Years of Diſcretion ; 
'Tis a lamentable Obſervation, that ſo many 
make their on private Piques and Diſguſts 
the Cauſe of Separation; that ſome run away 
from the Chareb, upon ſome petty, trifling 
Qarrel with their Mini er, ſome, becauſe 
they have diſcover'd that thoſe of the Church 
are not ſo Good, as they ſhould be; and that 
others forſake it profeſſedly for no other Rea- 


ſon, but to hear a more able, and bester: giſted 


Teacher: whereas the Peace and Unity of the 
Chur:h'is not a Matter of ſo little Importance: 
Tis, as I before obſer vd, to be induſtriouſly 
maintain'd,' when it can be done without Sin 3 
and 'tis juſtly to be fear'd, that he, who ſo 
underva lues Unity, as to ſuffer any trivial Cauſe 
to be the'Occaſion of his violating it, will as 
little value, and as eaſily upon Oocaſion give 
vp any other Point of his Religion. = / # 
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* "4s s Conſequence, of the former Part. er the 
fore-going Character, the Honeſt Diſſenter reads 
thoſe Books, which are wrote for, or againſt his 
Opinion, with Impartiality ; And when he enter: 
into any Conference about his Perſwaſion, he ſets 
Eimſelf as free as poſſible, from all Prejuaices and 
Prepoſſeſſions, with Reſpect ta either Ide, reſolv- 


| ing to be determin'd by Regſon , to follow Con- 


fever it appears tobe. 
Since true Principles, and Unity in the Chri- 
ftian Church, are of no [leſs Conſequence to 
Men, than, that their Salvation depends upon 
them: a Man muſt deal moſt fallaciouſly and 
treacherouſiy with (himſelf, who ſuffers his 
Mind to be ſo far prejudic'd for any Opinion, 
as to apply himſelf to ſuch Books only, as he 
already knows by the general Character of 
dem, agree with his preſent Thoughts, favour 
his Inclinations, and confirm his Tenets: But 
on the other Hand, condemns: without Law or 


Trial all, that hy the fame Information, i. e. 


by the general Character of em, he knows to 
be otherwiſe; For as this is a monſtrous Piece 
of Injuſtice to the Authors of the Books, he 
thus injudiciouſly cenſures, and to the Cauſe, 

r which they wrote them: ſo likewiſe is it 
dangerous, and ſometimes fatal to the Perſons 
themſelyes; who, if they ſhould be in an 
Error, are thereby, without a Miracle, under 


@ Kind of Impaſſibility of being „ 
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The ſame Method, ſince there is Notlilng 
either Falſe or Vicious, but what has be 
patroniz d and defended, would put a Man of 
any Principles, or Practice, out of the Reach 
of Recouery; and ſo, he who is once got out 
of the Way, would be fated to eternal Wan- 
dring, would ſtill purſue the Igais Fataus, that 


had miſ-led him, and being under the Dis 


rection of a falſe Guide, muſt for ever con- 
tinue in the Deluſio . 
But particularly in the Caſe before: us, to 
hear, or ſee Nothing, but continual Revilings 
of the Conſtitution of our Church,' to be con- 
vinc d of the Imperfections in our Liter 
without ever Reading it, or conſulting thoſe, 
who are the proper Expofitors of it; to rejegt 
the Order of Biſbops, without looking into the 
Scriptural laſtitution of em, or examining the 
Hiſtory of their Succeſſian; to prefer the Effi- 
cacy of concei ved Prayer to that which is Cos 
vos d, without experiencing the Influence: of 
Each, by an equal Attention, or equally, em 
dea vouring to attend to Both; what is all this, 


1 fay, bur a partial Iandulgence of Prejudice, 


a poſitivᷣe Refuſal of. Information, and in di- 
rect Contradiction to the Apuſties Advice, an 
Holding Faſt that, which we already have made 
Choice of, whether good, or evil, without Proof 
Trial, or Examination of any thing beſides? 
This therefore the Hoxeſt Di ſſenter will 
never be Guilty of; He has conſulted thoſe 
Paſſages of Srripture, and thoſe Teſtimonies 
of Antiquity, which are made Uſe of to wm 


1 
che Neceſſity of the Epyſerpedt Order; He 
upon the faireſt Hramination, he could 
make f us he conceives, all theſe Proofs 
deſicient. and therefore, tho thę Order be good, 
vet he docs not think it Neceſſary; tho 5 
'Gayeroment be uſeful, yet he will not 
ſubmit to t. When impos d, as abſolutely not 
tu be diſpens d with; and tho! he allouis the 
Ordinetion by. Biſbops d be valid, as containing 
in it that of Presbyters, yet he las diſoover d 
Mat by Prestyters alone ta be —— be 
therefore ta: be all, that: is requiſite; 5; 
he has enamis d Objections. made agai 
Litargy, by carefully viewing and ſifting, 
riduſſ conſidering; and the — — 
tvery Dihe Bos, and candidly allowing all 
gallible Eavnur to the Anſwers, he fads given 
| dc them 3 und afterall, he does not think the 
188 Flaws lufftatently clear: d, &ccounted for, and 
I —  windicartd.Laſtly, He has gone co \Church 
with a Pious Intention of being Devout'; he 
has, (when: there, comply d with, and endea- 
vour d te Bray ith the Congrq; atian, by ſtifling 
all .Preudice, and quiaiming his Attention as 
much, as poſſible; but in the Concluſion he 
perceivet, that he has hot ray d, and that he 
nil ireffeftually-ina pre cum poſed Form; ; 
— — performꝰ d, leſs Ac- 1 
ceptable20 Gud, and ilefs. — ro binſcf, v 
than what, ne us'd © gps in a feparate t 
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11 
Unedifying, this is what J do not, at preſent, 
propoſe fully to anſwer; tho) tis what ſcarce 
any Wiſe, or Honeſt Man, will think a ſufficient 
Ground of Separation. Tis unfortunate indeed 
for any People, to have ſuch a Paſtor, as they 
juſtly! diſlike; eſpecially, if his Faults are ſuch, 
as tend to prevent the Efficacy of his Preaching ; - 
But to a well-diſpogd Mind, the very worſt 
Sermons are not without their, beneficial In 
fluence. © 1 d K 

Thus has che: Hume Diſſenter e to 
lay aſide all Prejudice; and indeed: without His 
doing ſo, as there is no hope oi his ever diſ- 
covering himſelf to be in an Error; ſo were he 

in the. Right, there is not the leaſt Shadow of 
an Excuſe: for him, | becauſe he is in the Righs, 
only thro'a blind and ignorant Prejudice. If he 
has not in each Particular, I have mention'd, 
ſought after all the Information, that he could, 
he las not acted the Part of either a Wiſe, or an 
Honefs Man; Both which will for ever hold this, 
as a Maxim, which Reaſon; Religion, and'Chri- 
ſtianity in particular enforces; (1hara Man's Opi- 
non and Practice mult be directed by the beſt 
Knowledge, he has, or can have of the thiwgs, 
about which they are concern d. | 

And here, as thro? the whole of this Charattes; 

't is not my Deſign 'to'diſpute the Points contro 
verted between Us, and the Diſſenters, but onl 
to ſhew, what he, who does diſpute em, is 
bound to do, if he will acquit himſelf Fairly 
and Honeſtly ; And the Rules here faid down will 
n good, as often, as the Honeſt Diſſenter en- 

C gages 


TE Tag) | | 
gages in any Conference about the Differences 
between Him; andthe Charch, Herein he will 
always allow, what is urg'd againſt him, its 
full Weigli, tho he finds it be enough to bear 
him down; He will have never the worſe Opi- 
nion of any thing, becauſe tis not, what he 
has been taught, believes; or practiſes; but 
will have that profound Veneration for Truth, 
which it deſerves, i. e. give it Leave to convince 
him. And, tho” I ſhall not here undertake to 
determine, what is due Conviction, or what 
Degree of it ought to influence àa Man to his 
Converſion, becauſe the Inequality of Diſpu- 
tauts may make great Alterations in this Point; 
yet thus much, I think, is certain, that, who- 
ever engages in a Cantrovesſ is bound to yield, 
when he can; no longer maintain his Cauſe a- 
Sainſt the Arguments, with which he is at- 
tack d; and that; till by himſelf, or ſome other 
he can clearly, and RP anſwer them, 
theyiare to him as binding, as any Truth can 
be, ie. ſo far, as to demand Aſſent; the Con- 
ſequence of which I leave to himſe lf. 


which, I fear, is the beſt Reafon, that many 
Diſſeuters can give; for the Stiffneſs, with which 
the hold and maintain their Separation, I mult 
needs ſay, that I take it to be much more for a 
Man's Credit, to forſake an Error upon ſuffi- 
cient Conviction, than never to have been in 
an Error at all. This atleaft I will confidently 
affirm, that tis a Shame for any Man to con- 


einue in the Wrong, becauſe he will not be at 


the 


hakn, py _ ww ns 


the Pains of ſetting himſelf Right; and 
tis the greateſt Shame of all, for a Man, who 


[15] 8 
that 


knows himſelf to be in the Wrong, to continue 
ſo upon any Account whatever. This himſelf 
acknowledges, when for fear of Shame, he de- 
clines his — for if he be aſham'd to 
have been miſ - led, the being ſtill in the ſame 
Condition muſt make him more ſo, and muſt 
as much aggravate his Shame, as voluntarily 
acting againſt Knowledge, can heighten and 
enhance Folly or Tranſgreſſion. nan) 


hrs hs » ui 


The Honeſt Diſſenter, who ſeparates from the 


Church, after he is come to Tears of Diſcretion, 
does not continue long in any ſeparate Congregation, 
without conſulting his Parochial Miniſter, and lay- 
ing before him all the Objettions, he makes againſt 
the Church. © nk 3 

This, becauſe to my certain Knowledge tis 
but ſeldom, if ever paid them, may be look d 
upon as an unreaſonable Demand in the Clergy 
of the Church of England; and the rather, be- 
cauſe whatever be the real Occaſion of Separa- 
tion, yet generally the Pretence, which thoſe, 
who Separate after an Education in the Church, 
make uſe of, is ſome Diſlike, ſome Pique or Diſ- 
guſt, they have conceived againſt their Paro- 


s 


chial Miniſter. It ſeems therefore too ſevere, 


that Men ſhould be thus confin'd to one Congre- 
gation, that they ſhould be ſo ſubject to the 
Paſtor of that, as not to be at Liberty to reject 
him, when they pleaſe; or indeed, wy wa 

| | : 10uld 
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But I need go no farther for Proof, or lars. 
tion of this Part of the Charactet, than only to ob- 
ſieerve, that, whilſt any Man continues in the 
Church, or indeed whilſt he continues a Member 
of any Congregation, he ſubmits himſelf, and his 


Conſcience to the Direction of the Paſtor of that 


Congregation. This the mers themſelves 
eas. in that ne fe their Parochial 
Miniſters, and make. Choice of others, whom 
they fer up for their Guides, from whom they 
wes Fre Inſtruction, and whom they ſupport for 
this very End and Purpoſe. Now a Paſtor, a 
Guide, or Overſeer of Souls, or whatever elſe 


they pleaſe to call him, can be no one of all 


theſe, if it be not his Buſineſs to aſſiſt his Flock 
in thoſe things, wherein they chiefly want his 
Alliftance , iz. in the Scruples * Doubts, 
which ariſe in their Conſciences. Whenever 
theſe RY diſturb a Man's inward 
Peace, then is his aſtor of ſignal Uſe and Ser- 
vice to him; and therefore x. "re theſe are of 
that Kind, as to induce a Man to leave the 
Church, ſuch Doubts and Scruples being of as 
great Conſequence, as moſt others, that can 
happen to him, they muſt be ſuch, as his Paſſor 
| ſhould be made acquainted with, in order to 
: ne his Conſcience ; and fa to ſatisfy him, 
that he may continue in the Church, or ſo, that 
he may the more __ withdraw himſelf from 
8 i. 


Submiſfion to, or 
own any Dependance upon him, who 18 * 


l. Till be has left the Church, the Mixifer of 


his Pariſb is undoubtedly the Guide and Dſrector 
of his Soul, and its Conterns; He is the Perſon, 


hom the Laws of God and Ma fi have ſer and 


appointed to artend upon this very thing: The 
Objections a Man makes againſt the Charri are 
ſpiritual Concerns ; And therefore, unlefs he 
will ſay, that he firſt left the Church, and then 
rais'd ObjeQions againſt it, having had none at 
all before, the hearing and ſolving of thoſe Ob- 
jections, Which he has, muſt belong to him, 
who was his Paſtor, when theſe Diſtempers and 
Sores firſt broke out and appear'd in his Soul. 

Now amonglit the Many, who revolt from 
Us, how few there are, but what would be pre- 
vented and cur'd in their firſt Inclinations to 
Schiſm, if this Method were made Uſe of, I 


leave any Man to judge; And yet is it poſſible 


to conceive, that in a Chriſtian Church, to which 
a Miniſtry is abſolutely Eſſential, any Man 
ſhould be fo far his own Guide and Director, as 
in ſpiriewal Matters of the higheſt Concern and 
Importance to determine without the Know- 
ledge, Advice and Approbation of his ſpirituat 
Guide? The Honeſt Diſſenter, Pm ſure, will 
think, and ſay otherwiſe ; he will confeſs, that 


whilſt he cont inu'd in the Church, his Pariſh 


Minifter was his Shepherd; that he left not his 
Flock, but for ſuch Reaſons, as he had firſt 
communicated to Him: and that. if he could, 
have anſwer'd his Objections, and made him 
eaſy, he would never have revolted to another 
Communion, Subjected himſelf to another 
Lg ; PD : $666 f 56h "Paſtor, 


[18] 


Paſtor, and become a Member of another Con. : 


gregation. Or, if he has done this haſtily and 
without due Confideration; yet he ſoan after 
gives in to him, who is the proper Judge thereof, 
the Reaſons of his Departure, he. aſſigns the 
- Cauſes of his Separation, and is, when ſatisfy'd, 

as ready to return to the Charch, as, when dil- 
ſatisfy d, be was to leaye it, 
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Tuo he jains with a ſeparate Congregation, and 


employs Part of his Subſtance in the Maintenance 
of 4 ſeparate Teacher, yet the Honeſt Diſſenter does 
not mit h. hold, what is legally due, from his Paro- 
chial Mini ſter. e 1d eie ee e 


And this indeed many of the Diſſenters are 
ſo Horeſt as to acknowledge, and practiſe ac- 
cordingly; And yet ſome of em are apt to with- 
hold Tythes, and other Dues, as deeming it hard, 
that they ſhould be oblig'd to maintain thoſe, 
who do nothing for em, and to whom there- 
fore there ſeems nothing to be due. And here 


the Divine Right, Which the Clergy have to 
their Maintenance, becauſe the Diſſenters may 
imagine, that upon this Footing, their Claim is 
as good, as that of any others; let it therefore 


be ſufficient, and ſufficient indeed it is at preſent, 


that Humane Laws have ſecur'd to the Clergy 
of the Charch of England, their Revenues, and 
Have eſtabliſh d their Title to them, as firmly 

and unconteſtably, as that of any ether Man's 
Eſtate or Poſſelonnn. Baut 


88 it would be but to little Purpoſe. to aſſert 
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But there is one Thing, which 2 many 


Diſſenters are unacquainted with; vis. That 
Offerings are as much, and as legally due, as 
Tythes; what any Man gives his Miniſter over 
and above the accuſlomed Offering, is indeed, 
as they pleaſe to call it, a Free- Will- Offering, 
and their Miniſter is oblig'd to em for ſuch In- 
ſtances of the Reſpect and Reverence they bear 
towards him: But the accuſtomed Offerings are 
due by Law ; and ſince what is ſo due, the Ho- 
2 Diſſenter thinks he ought to pay, without 

rouble, or, if there be none made, even with- 
out a Demand, therefore he readily and chear- 
fully pays his Parochial Miniſter all his lawful 
Tythes, and his accuſtomed Offerings. 


* 


The Honeſt Diſſenter is conſtant to one Congre- 
tation, and dbes not join with every Aſſemb y of 


« n 
# 3 
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Sparatiſts indiftinetly. 


There is indeed a vain /Notioti:got' into ſome 

Men's Heads, or at leaſt they pretend to be ſo 
perſwaded, that a Man not only may, but in 
Charity ought, ſometimes to join himſelf to 
every Aſſembly of Chriſtians meeting together 
for the Worſhip of God. But, if as Ide already 
ſhew*d, the Neceffity of Unity in the Chriſtian 
Church, forbids all Scparation from that which 
is -Eſtabliſh'd, unleſs the Terms of its Commu- 
nion be Sinful ; then whoever ſeparates from the 
Charch of England, becauſe there is ſuch a Diſ- 
agreement between his'own Principles, and * 8 
W . | 0 
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* 11776 diſagrees with another 
ref? differ, agd for which they ſeparate 


thoſe of the Cianch and the Prevbyrerians, 1 ap- 


ar all of the 
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of he g chat he cannot rovoncile them; 
I er ame Reaſon refuſe to join with 
ny other ween whom and himſelf there 
is any de Diſ agreement. 

| 10 bit this Caſe a litele more plainly; If that 
| goes apder; the Denoming call 
Ca 
Sy 10 as Material a Point, as thoſe, in 


From x he Gherc, they can then no more join 
with the Anabeptifts, than with the Church, 
Bs vice verſ#, the Anabeptiſts. with them: And 
the Point. of IJafant · Baptiſm he not as 
Macerial al, as. any; Point in Controvetſy between 


peal to any Man, who knows to what Height 
this Controverſy has been carried by thoſe, who 


Spore nfant: » Or ep, 40 any Notion 
Nibre, N Neri ficy, aod.In iticurion 
of that ese. 


For if 5 be to the Andbaptiſts a Y > "I 
Sena e Fi is certain a ſufficient 
di to join with all thoſe, 
8 tis l the 
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which would not be to him, had he 


Submifſion and Condeſcention ought they to 
make for the Sake of Unity ? If holding Prin- 
ciples irreconcilable, they can join themſelves, 
as tis evident they do, to one another's Congre- 
gations and Communions; nothing hinders, but 
that they may join themſelves to the Church 


* 


* 
not withſtanding their Diſagreement with it in 
ſome Particulars: And if Separation, which is 
the main thing in common amongſt our ſeveral 
Starifts, induces em to join with one another, 
Unity with the Charch, one would imagine, 
ſhould! be as good an Inducenient to the join- 
ing with Ie. This therefore, I fay, the Honeft 


Diſſenter is appriꝝ d of; He entets into no Com- 


bination againft the Charch with Men, who 
have no other Principle, upon which they can 
recommend themfelves to him, but that of theit 
Separation ; And he rather condemns thoſe, who 
ſeparate from the Church upon thoſe Points, in 
which he could, and does agree with it, and 
no other, 
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he Honeſt Difſenter does abt allow himſelf 3 
Oecaſſonal Conformity; in being generally in Com- 
munion with a ſeparate C ongregation, and ſometimes 


with the, eſtabliſ 2 Church. 


This Mark of an Honeſt Diſſenter has been al- 
low'd by fo many of themſelves to be juſt, that 

I ſhauld not think, there were any Occaſion to 
inſiſt upon it here, did _ ſome of them maiaq- 
8 | ca10;. ' 


1 
tain, as 1 ws « juſt now obſerv'd, enn in 
ought to join with all Congregations of Chriſti- 
ans meeting together for the Worſhip: of God; | 
tho', by the by, I do not knew, that ever any 

Man, who had the leaſt Notion of Unity in the 
Chreſtian Church, thought it ſo trifling and i- 
diſſerent a Matter, whether it be preſerv d, or 
Whether it he iaterrupted; or did ever anſwer | | 
' this, One Argument brought againſt the Occa- = j 
fronel Conformiſts, That, if it be ever lawyful to: 
a 
f 


Communicate with the Church, tis always ſo; 
and. if always lawful, then always neceſſary. 
And tis upon the Strength of this, that I make 
Him to be an Honeſt Diſſenter, who refuſes to 
Conform Occaſionally to the Church ; not becauſe 
the very Act of ſuch Occaſions! Conformity is a Sin, 
but becauſe he, who does not conſtantly, what, 
by Occaſionally going it, he allows to be lawful, 
breaks the Ko? the Charch, and when con- 
| — 1 upon no Account: he Is neceſſitated to 
Oo (17 7, bit, , 01.309 304 

Blut their Conſdlence tells ſome of them that 
this i is what they ought to do, that they muſt 
generally ſeparate from the Church, and yet Oc- 
Eafionally join ih it, and What their Conſcience i © 
bids them do, they are bound to perform, not. V 
Withſtanding "alt the Reaſons, that can be urg's th 
to the Contrary. This, for ought I know, may us 
be really the Caſe of ſome Men, and this may I Zi 
be their Perſwaſion. Bur, I'm ſure, whatever an 
Difference there is in Men's Principles and bu 
Actions, if the foregoing Pretence will ſandt if; L 
„the Papiſt or ö the 5 75 n th 
Adul- 2 
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Adulterer may plead the ſame Enthufiaſtical Ex: 


cuſe ; and the Diſſenters in many Caſes, where 
they will not juftify the Actions, muſt of Ne- 


ceſſity juſtify the Men, who commit the. 


I have but one thing more to add, with Re- 
ſpect to Occaſional — viz. That if the 
Men, who are guilty of it, do thereby intend 
to prevail upon ſome of the more lukewarm and 
indifferent Members of our Church, Occaſionally 
to Conform to them, (which, I'm apt to think, is 


à Point of Policy amongſt them) I ſhall: con- 


ſider this farther under the following Mark; wiz. 


* 


'The Honeft Diſſenter has 4 real and juſt Valve 


for Integricy and Sinterity in all Perſaus; As there- 
fore he lightly efteems thoſe, who generally Copform 
to tlie Separ atiſts, and Occaſionally to the Church: 
H likewiſe he entertains a mean Opinion of Luke- 


varmmeſs in thoſe of the Church ;" and he thinks bur | 


the worſe of then, for. ee to the 


Church, and Occafloyally ro ſome ſcpar e Congre- 


ls for thoſe Men, who generally ſet a great 


Value upon themſelves, as Men of Moderation, 


they are the very worft Sort of Men amongſt 
us; they have not the leaſt Spark of a Religious 


Zeal in them, or the leaſt Notion of Conſtancy 


and Steadineſs, Regularity and Uniformity 3 
but thro* a Kind of Looſneſs, Indifference, and 


Lukewarmneſs in Religion, are contented: with 
the Generals of it, as if to Believe in _ | 


— 


71 
as to Monſbiy him, could poſhbly he perſorm d 
without making particular Attributes and Per. 
| © feQtions the Object of the Oe, and ſome deter - 
mipate Modes and Rules neeeſſary to the Other. 
2 5 ow, without ſaying one Word to ſhew, what 
dur Moderate Men ought 46 adhere to, they cer- 
tainly ought to adhere: to ſamembat: The Dif- 
ferences between Vs and the Diſſenters are ſo 
great, ap at leaſt to make them ſet up a ſeperate 
_ Minxifoy, * to ſeparate Places of Worſhip, 
and perform divine. Ser vis in a different Manner: 
He, thut ever joins with em, muſt therefore ap- 
prove of their doing theſe things; nay, as often 
= he _ _ em; he 5 —— does the ſame 
ngs, he ſubmits to a te Miniſtry, &c. 
Now what Opinion can — — Diſſenter , 
thinks at all, form of thoſe W of the 
Church, who. approve of their Diſſent, and yet 
do not diſſent. 175 2 125 who. diſapprove of the 
Chyrch, and yet Conform to it? He mult needs 
look upon 'em to be Inſincere. bung. of Diſſimu- 
lation with the One or the Other, and to be either 
q Church-Men, or Diſſenters in their Hearts, or nei- 
ther of em, for Both they cannot be; they cannot 
think the Terms of Communion ia the Church to 
be lawful, and yet ſuch, as the Diſſenters, at 
leaſt as themſelves ought not Contanty 10 ad- 
here W ? 

From ſuch Men's 8 vis Adee 
eaſy enough to diſcover, which of the Two 
they have moſt at Heart, the Church or the Sepa- 
ration ;\ becauſe they are generally found to vin- 
ficate the Diſſeaters, from the Qurge —_— 

Wit 
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with more Zeal and Earneſtneſs, than they de- 
fend the Chareh and its Conftitution'; But from 
their other Practices this cannot be diſcover d 
to be more Friends to him, than they are to the 
Church, yet does not Iook upon em as truſty, 
have the ſame Thoughts of Separation, which he 
has, he thinks they ought to be not any almaſt, 
but altogether Such, as He I 0409424100 
But becauſe ſome may imagine, that the 
Toleration of Diſſenters exempts not only them. 
but all thoſe too, Who at any Time join with 
them, from the Imputation of Scbiſm, i. e. from 
any Violation of the Vnity, any Offence againſt 
the Conſtitution and Eſtabliſhment of the Church, 
I {hall not here undertake to prove, that the 
wo of Schi/mm is the very ſame, as it was before 
h Toleration was granted, but ſhall refer them 
to an excellent Treatiſe written ſome Years:ago, 
and entic'd, The Charge of Schiſm continu d, & c. 
by which, if chey underſtand common Senſe, 
and clear Reaſoning, they will perceive them- 
ſelves to be miſtaken in this Point, and that the 
D;fſexters are juſt as much guilty of Schifos now, 
as they were, before ſuch Toleration was granted: 
For, if they were guilty of Schiſm, before there 
were any Penal Laws againſt it: The Abroga- 
ting of thoſe Laws, or taking away the Penaities 
of them, leaves the Men, they were enacted 
againſt, ' but where they were before. Or ik 
they were guilty. of Shia, during the Time, 
the Penal Laws were in Force, they muſt be lo, 


when 


261 


when ſuch Laws are taken away. Otherwiſe 


Schjſm would conſiſt in doing a thing, which in- 
curs a Penalty; ſo that there could be no Schiſa, 
when the Apole complain doof it, becauſe there 
were no Human Laws in force againſt it, which 
inflicted Penalties upon thofe, who ſhould be 
guilty of it; Nor can there be any Schiſin now a 
Days, if, according to the celebrated Notion of 
our Diſſenters, Schiſmi conſiſts in Uncharitable- 
neſs; becauſe there is no Pena Law againſt it. 
Much leſs can the Church it ſelf be guilty of 
Schiſm, as ſome have moſt ridiculouſly pretend- 
ed, till there be ſome Pena Law enacted againlt 
the EftablifÞ'd Church. Let me obſerve, (and, 
F hope, if the Reaſoning be juſt, no one will 
find fault with the Compariſon,) that Fornica- 
tion is equally a Sin in thoſe Countries, where 
there are Liten: I Harlots, as in any other; and 
2 in thofe, who commit it without a Diſpen- 
fat ion. * . n ieee 
.. yh alt: 
Io be hes Objections againſt the Church, which 
_ oblige hin conſtantiy to abſent himſelf from its 
Communion'and Worſpip, yet the Honeſt Difſenter, 
umieſs he can be throughly:perſwaded, that One of 
the Congregations Separating from the Church has 
@ Miniſter duly Authoria d to Officiate in Holy 
Things, mill not jain with any One of em; but, til 
* be hw ſatisfy d ꝙ this, will abſent himſelf from 
— mne de 
And this, I expect, will appear ſome what 
harſh and ſurprizing to „ 
P9351 | EF: | leaders 


171 3 
leaders of Sechs and Factioss, if not to ſome 
tolerably well-meaning Men amongſt Us g For 
tho? they make the Places and Modes of publick 
Worſhip, to be Matters of no Importance, yet 
the Neceſſity of publick Worſhip is, what they 
cannot but contend for; (tho, by the by, upon 
this very much depends the Neceſſity of ſtated 
Modes and Places ;) ſo that with or without a 
Miniſtry, duly commiſſion'd to teach and ad- 
miniſter Sacraments, they think the Congre- 
cation ought to aſſemble, and that any Man's 
private Perſonal Qualifications give Him a 
Commiſſion to perform the Office of à Mini ſter 
amongſt em. 4 IAA e e ee 27 10 

But, as tis not my Buſineſs here to prove the 
Lawfulneſs, or Uſurpation of any Miniſtry as 
mongſt us, I ſhall only affirm, what I imagine 
no Man can well deny, that an Honeſt Man will 
not join himſelf to any Aſſembly, the Paſtor of 
which has no Commiſſion to be ſo; ſo that from 
hence all that will follow is, that ebery Diſſenter 
oughr to make this Enquiry, to be ſatisfy'd, 
whether the Miniſter of his Congregation be 
duly Authoriz'd, and to withdraw himſelf from 
ſuch, as he finds to be otherwiſe. The Reaſon 
of which is clear and unconteſtable; For no 
Man has Liberty to bear, or to teceive Sacra- 
ments at the Hands of One, who has no Power 
to teach, or to adminifter them; Such an One 
can be eſteem'd no other, than a falſe Propber, 


an Uncommiſſion'd, and uſurping Teacher; by 


ſubmitting to whom, (eſpecially where there id 
a ſufficient Number of other legally. appointed 
een Mini- 
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Minifers,} every Man becomes a Pattaker, : an 


or at leaſt an Abettor — che Im. 
Whbecber a Ns Mickon be as to au- 


4 — any Perſon, to become a Miniſter in 


Chrift 


's Church, is what I ſhall make no Queſtion 
of: Nor can it be ex 


that the cleareſt 


Proof of the Divine Iuſtitution of the Chriſtia 


Mini ſtry, fhould avail any thing with Atheiſt 
and Enthaſfiaſts, who art —9 only Mein, who op. 
poſe it: But ii the {poſtle's Queſtion, { How (ball 


they Preach, 'except they be ſent ?) ſhould: be an. 


ſwer'd after theafſuming and arrogant manner 
of ſome Men, (as well, as if they were ſent,) He 


has farther, and in à more poſitive way con- 


dema d ſuch Uſurpation, when he tells the He. 
brews, that No Man taketh this Honour unto lim 
ſelf, ben bit that is call d f God, ar was Aaron. 


I. hall conclude this Point with ſome few Que- 


ries, which, I thin every Man ought to anſwer 
to-himfelf,-before he can fafely, and confcien- 


tiouſly join with any Congregirion in the Publick 
Service of 


: Firſt, Is not cin che Supreme Kling, Prich 


and Pr of that Wet „ which: is called his 
N red 


... Seeonaly, Does not i Ferſon: miiniſtring in 
the ſeveral Offices — by Him in that So- 


ciety, miniſter in Subordination to Hem, as His 


Subftitate,' and in His Name ? 
; Thirdly, Ought not he, who performs this, to 


be Commiſſion's PP yo wh rtf _ Go 


dne to do ſo? 
d LL : umu 
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Fourthly, Are not all thoſe, who j join with 
ane not ſo commiſſion'd; in ſome Meaſure 
guilty of the fame Uſurpation, tho* not in (6 
reat a Degree, as he is, Who acts in rhoſe 

Caſes.without ſuch a Commiſſion? 
Hfibih, Is not Acting in the Name of the 85 
: Power of any Society, without being au- 


choriz d foto do, an 2 an Abomina- 


tion, rather than a Service and Obedienoe to 
the Supreme Power thereof? | 

Laſih, Is not private worſhip, aloe more 
acceptable to God, than publick Worſhip per- 


form'd by thoſe, who in the very Act of it are 


guilty of an Affront, and an Abomination? 
All which Queries being put, and anſwer'd 
in the Affirmative, as I judge they muſt be, 
the. Honeſt — pet if not fürth d, as to the - 
due Commiſſion of any one Miniſtry, (for 
thar J do not here undertake to determine} 
will rather depend upon private Worſhip, taan 
join with any publick Congregation. and 
he will be the more inclin'd to do fo, when he 
conſiders, chat the Apoſtle has Ril'd thofe, to 
whom the Word of Recopriliariow 15 committed, 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, who in Chriſt's ſtead 
pray the People to be reconcil'd to God. The 
Preaching of ſuch he looks upon as an Em- 
baſſy from Chriſt; And as he thinks it no ſmall 
Piece of Preſumption for a Man to deliver an 
Embaſſy, which he was not ſent to do; ſo 
likewiſe he knows not how to excuſe receiving 
ſuch as the IT the Meſſengers, or Am. 
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[30] 
mie Honeſt Diſſenter is contented to have his own 
| Liberty, and willing to allow every. one the ſame; 
Therefore he does not endeavour to prejudice other? 


” 


ainſt the Church, who of themſelves have no- 
2 * it ; He does not think 
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thing at all to object a 
himſelf bound to infuſe his own Scruples into them, 
and £0. make as many Proſelytes to Separation, as 


1 


A — De ng ot L 
. 222 4 
* — e . pms _—_— 3 mh = 2 
Z — 2 — — 12 r 
r 2111 — 
WI — — — OR — . 8 a 


- _— —_— 
— ————_ - 


ve 


J have indeed already ſuppos'd the Home/ 
Diſſepter.to think himſelf in the Right, and as 

a Conſequence of this, it may be urg'd, that 
he ought to perſwade others to be of his own 
Opinion. This would be true, were the main 
and fundamental Points of Chriſtiavity the 
Natters in Diſpute between us, did we reject 
any neceſſary, or impoſe any unneceſſary Ar- 
ticles of Faith upon our own Members: But our 
Differences ariſing only about Points of Diſci. 
Nine and Worſpip, (for as to Epiſcope! Ordina- 
tion, I look upon the Diſſenters oppoling That 
to be the Conſequence, rather than the Cauſe 
of their Separation) the Man, who objects 
againſt the Church, muſt yet allow, that he, who 
has no Objection againſt it, may ſafely Con- 
form, and is ſo far à true Member of Chrif? 
Church, as to be in a Way of Salvation. Scru- 
g Objections then being, what ma kes 
the Diſſenters deſire Liberty of Conſcience, i e. that 
they may ſeparate with Impunity, here's no 
mager of Obligation upon them to concern 
themſelves with other Men's Conſciences, but 
to let them have the ſame Liberty with row 
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ſelves, i. e. to Worſhip God in ſueh a manner, 
as they think is beſt: And the Charity, upon 
which they excuſe their Separation, bids em 


let all thoſe alone, who are going on in a ſafe 


Way; in a Way, wherein they ſhall be Sav'd. 
A Diſſenter may indeed wiſh, that thoſe things 


in the Church, which offend him, were'te- 


mov d, in order to effect that Unity, which I 
have before ſhew'd every Honeſt Man to be 
defirous of; but he need wiſh or deſire, 
that other Men ſhould be offended at the things, 
which at preſent they approve of; that in order 
to agree with him, they ſhould conceive a Dif- 
guft at, what they like, or ſhould reject, what 
they can and do readily comply with.” 


ſtruct their own Children, and Educate em in 
their own Way, I cannot apprehend, that the 
have any Claim to the doing this in a Publi 
manner, in Schools, Nurſeries, and Academies 3 
(tho', by the by, the 12 — Party in Scotland 
are under more ſevere Prohibitionsof this Kind, 
than the Diſſenters in England; ) yet the pri- 
vate Methods of doing this are ſtill in thei 
own' Power, and within their Reach: But 
were it not at all prohibited thus to Educate 
their Vouth, and had they the utmoſt Liberty, 


they could deſire in this Caſe, 1 do not ſee, 


what Obligations they would have to make 
Uſe of it. For Liberty of Conſcience ſuppoſes 


ſome unavoidable, unanſwerable Scruples, for 


which Men therefore deſire to be indulg'd 
with Liberty; and this is all, that the . 
EN | N t | em- 


1 
themſelves nor long ago deſir d, tho? they have 
made very cnſiderable Improvements upon 
the Iudalgante charitably granted them. Now 
can thoſe Scruples be unavoidable, which are 
induſtriouſl inſus d? Or can thoſe be unan- 
{werable, which Men are taugbt to make, and 
adhere to? which they are purpoſely inſtructed 
- injoafd inform'd- how to plead, and contend 
for?: Or can that be call'd a Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, which deſerves; Liberty and In- 
dulgence, when Prejudices have from their In- 
fancy been with Care and Pains inſtill'd into 

Perſons, without Which tis highly probable, 


very well ſatisfy d with the Church, would have 
had nothing to object againſt it, but conten- 
tdi have cf d with as tender a Conſci- 
once, as now they ſeparate? The Truth of the 
matter is, the Honeſt Diſſenter deſites no more 
ban his on Liberty: He is as well pleas'd to 

e Men go to u Chureh, as to a Conventicie, ſo 
longs be believes; that they have norhing to 
ahbject againſt that, which they Conform to; 


and; unleſs he be purpoſely conſulted and ap- 


ply dito upon the very Points, he really thinks, 
that, Mhich appears to him to be a ſufficient 
Objection againſt the (hure l, appears quite 
other wiſe to thoſe, who Conform to it, and is 


willing, that it ſhould do ſo, tho' the Conſe- 


quence were, that there ſhould be no Diſſenter 
in the next Generation. TT et. | AI ET, W * 

But eſpecially the Honeſt Diſſenter is unwil- 
ling to follow the general Practice of * own 


that ſome, if, not all of em, would bave: been 
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Er 


party, in an eatly Inſtruction of thoſe) who 


ate Educated for Teachers amongſt them, and 
in training them up in a Method, an Art, or T 
may ſay, a Nackt of Praying Extempore. Since 
he has fo great an Opinion of Spiritual Prayer, 
and the lively Devotion it raiſes 3 he accounts 
it to be a mere Cheat and Impoſture, when 
Children have been Diſciplin d and Taught in 
a Method of Prayer, (as in their Academies is 
the conſtant; Practice,) from Fourteen or Fif- 
teen Vears of Age, to the Time, they are ad- 
mitted to exerciſe publick Prayer and Preach- 
ing; after all this, I ſay, to pretend that ſuch 
Prayers, (which indeed are ſcarce ſo much as 
Extempare, are Spiritual, Matter and Words 
ſuggeſted by the Spirit, is an Inconſiſtency, 
which he cannot reconcile with the Principles 
of Huneſty; And therefore, as he knows, that 
ſuch Prayer, as this, whatever it ſeems to, or 
whatever Influence it has upon the Hearers, is 
to the Man, who Prays, as much an Exerciſe 
of the Art, he has learn'd, as Steigt of Hand 
to a German Artiſt, he ſcorns to put upon a 
Congregation of poor, illiterate People, with 
a vain Notion, that the Holy Man utters thoſe 
Divine; thoſe raviſhing Prayers by the imme- 
diate, and extraordinary Aſſiſtance of the Holy 


Becauſe the Conſcience of the Honeſt Diſſenter 
is tender, as appears by his Seruples,'\and Ob- 
eitions againſt the Church, which he cannot anſwer, 
«nd his Non-conformity upon their Account ; there- 


fore 


RR. *' RS 
fore he it unexceptionable' in his Life and Con: BO"! 
verſatian; He allows: bimſelf in the Habitad ("* 
Practice of no Sin, becauſe his Conſcience is equal) 
tender with Reſpect to Vice, as "tis with Reſpel 
0 Opinion. 8 ys iti 5858190 0 
A tender Conſcience is unqueſtionably the Ion 
beſt Kind of Conſeience in the World; tis 9? 
that, which prevents a Man's doing any thing, 
which he is not firmly perſwaded is Lawful; 
and upon this Foundation it is, that the Honeſ 
Diſſeuter builds his Separation, viz. Becauſe he 
believes, Conformity with the Church would in 
him be a Sin. If his Conſcience then be really 
thus tender, whatever Temptation comes upon 
him, whether Honour invites, Intereſt per- 
wades, or Pleaſure allures him to comply, his 
Conſeience, being ſenſible of the leaſt PrickW* 
or Touch from any thing Unlawful, imme - 
diately forbids his Compliance: But in a more 
Particular manner, he will not allow any Sia 
to become habitual to him, hecauſe that would 
ſeær and harden his Conſcience, or wound it 
deeper, than he could ber. 
Without Reflecting upon any particular Per- 
ſon, whoever is guilty of frequent and repeated 
Acts of any Vice, (whether it be Drunkennefs, 
or Debauchery, Lying, Cozening, or Defamingi 
his Neighbours ; whether it be Covetouſne 
or Uncharitableneſs, or in ſhort any othe 
wicked Practice) had much better plead, that 
he has no Conſcience, than, that he has One 
Which is peculiarly tender. If ſuch an On 
ſhould ſay, that he cannot Conform = 4 : 
tk | urch 


. 
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(burch, becauſe his Conſcience is tender, and 
Iricks him upon the leaft Motion made to- 
wards ſuch Conformity, tis impoſlible ſurely, 
that any Man ſhould believe him, but, who 
thinks the foregoing: Vices to be no Sins, or 
char Conformity with the Church is a far greater 
One: Beſides, the things in themſelves are in- 
conſiſtent; for a tender Conſcience is afraid of 
being touch'd by any thing, that will prick, 
truiſe or corrode it; All things unlawful are 
Hof this Kind; fo that you will always fiad the 
iricteſt Piety, and Integrity in a Diſſenter, or 
he utmoſt Hypocriſy ; Conſcience has nothing 
todo with his Separation, or it will have to do 
with his whole Life and Converſation. - 
And here I declare again, that I condemn 

0 Man: But, if a Diſſenter upon the Exami- 
nation of himſelf ſhould diſcover, that tis a 
Juin Pretence, he has all along been making 
Ve of, and that he has really no Plea to the 
Indulgence granted to Men of tender Conſci- 
aces, tis high Time for him co look about 
im, upon more Accounts than One; He muſt 
hen begin, by a proper CompunCtion, to work 
Y his Conſcience to ſuch a true Tenderneſs, 

s will make him Correct his Life, and his 
rigciples together; and perſwade him, either 
- oo to Separate any longer, or to do it upon 

Petter Grounds, than he did before. - © 


The Honeſt Diſſenter is entirely and perfettly ' 
I Charity with all other Chriſtians; and - e- 


r 
fore, bowever they di er from him, be is willing to 
| believes: that they do ſo apon Principles of the [anc 
Honeſty with bimſelfe” tit... 
I cannot indeed here agree with thoſe Men, 
who make Uncharitableneſs the only thing, 
that fixes the Guilt of Sæhiſs upon a Separatiſi * 

and, that upon whatever other Accounts a Man a 
Separates from the EftabliſÞ'd Church, he is not 
guilty: of Scbiſm. | For we find thoſe: charg'd 
by the Apaſtle with this Crime, who were ig. 
norantly and inſenſibly :oſs'd to and fro, thro' 
their on Weaknels, like Children, or by the 
prevailing. Treachery of others, with every Win 

| of Dotirine, by the Sleight of Men, and cunning 
Craftineſs , whereby they lay in wait to deceive, 
So that they, who ſuffer themſelves to be im- 
pos d on by. cunning and deſigning Men, to belff 
ſeduc'd, and led away by them, rho* they? 
themſelves have no more ill Deſign, or Un- W 
charitableneſs in them, than Children, are not m 
excuſable, tho*undoubredly much more ſo, than 
their Leaders; and than they would be, if Un: be 
charitableneſs were added to their Spar ation. 
But, what I here contend ſor, is, that the dil 

- Diſſenter, who is Honeſt upon all the foregoing"! 
Accounts, mult be fo upon this likewiſe, vis. the 
That he is in Charity with all other Chriſtians; . : 
Tis not his Charity alone, that makes hiq t 
Honeſt ; but, if he be Haneſt, amongſt other ſec 
things he is ſure to maintain his Charity; ſo 

that, tho? he had much rather the Conſtitution of ei 
the chureh were alter d to his own Mind, yet hei u 
verily believes, that twas at the firſt eſtabliſh's las 
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J iy 
upon truly Chriſtian Principles, and that it is now 
preſerv'd upon the ſame; i. e. that they, who 
ſet it, and they, ho maintain ĩt upon the foot, 
it now ſtands,” neither had, nor have any other 
Reaſon for ſo doing, but the Neceſſity, or Expe- 
diency of things, and not to impoſe upon, and 
exerciſe a Tyrannical Dominion over the Con- 
ſciences of wr pr „% T4 6s: 
Thus likewiſe, whenever any thing is enacted 
for the Additional Security of the Church, as by 
Law eſtabliſb d, the Honeſt Diſſenter being not a- 
bridg'd in his Liberty, but mov'd by the Charity, 
he is poſſeſs d of, thq; he never ſo much dillikes 
the thing, aſcribes the doing of it to the Perſwa- 
on of Men's Conſciences ; He does not imme- 
dately upon ſuch; Occaſions, cry out, Tyranny! 
Oppreſſion ! and Perſecution! For theſe are wicked 
Works, which he is not willing upon a bare Sur- 
niſe-only. to charge any Man with, much leſs a 
whole Body and Society of Chriſtians ; But he 
believes, that they, who ſet this new Guard and 
Fence about the Church, thought themſelves in- 
diſpenſably oblig'd to do ſo, as much as he thinks 
himſelf bound to ſeparate. from that, which they 
thereby eſtabliſh, ſecure and maintain. 
And as the . Honeſt Diſſenter expreſſes his Cha- 
ity ia theſe Particulars ;- ſo does he farther in re- 
ſecting thoſe Objections againſt the chureb, Which 


ate equally ridiculous and uncharitable; the moſt 
remarkable One of which is the Charge of Popery, 
u thoſe things particularly, wherein the (Hure. 

us in a publick Manner declar'd her, Intention 
o be quite „ what Her Enemies would 


to tell us, that we uſe the 
. Creſs 


— 


Croſs in Baptiſm Popiſbiy, by way of Exorciſm, Wa 
or Kneeling at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, V 
oy way of Adoration, (whereas-no Man can more fin 
clearly explain himſelf, than the Church has done I E. 
in theſe Particulars.) This, 1 ſay, is ſuch an 
uncharitable Cenſure, that you will never hear Hal 
the Honeſt Diſſenter talk after this manner. Nor WS: 
does be complain, that we Pray in our Litany for Yar 
Pirates, and High-way-Mez amongſt all thoſe, that 4 
travel by Land, or by Water; for Whores among Ml | 
thoſe, that are labouring with Child, &c. Becaule, I be 
as he has Charity for Us, he does not think, that Wot 
we Pray for theſe exactly in the ſame Manner, ¶ du 
and with Regard to the ſame things, as for the MW w 
Good and Honeſ Part of Mankind; neither, as Wii 
he has Charity for Them too, does he imagine, 
that they ouglit not to be Pray'd for at all: But, MT! 
when he thinks, that theſe wicked People are in- Was 
cluded in'thoſe general Expreſſions, he takes it Mis! 
for granted, that we Pray for them Charitably, Mm: 
as we ought to do; for God's common Mercies, en 
which he pours down upon the Juſt, and the Us Wan 
7», and for his peculiar Favour, that ſuch Sinners I Se 
may ſee their Errors, may be Converted, and Live. ¶ the 
I might produce many more Inſtances, in Pa 
which the Honeſt Diſſenter expreſſes his Charity; ¶ de: 
eſpecially in not condemning the Church, for that 
_ remarkably Charitable thing in her Litargy (and 
that which moſt expreſſes Her Teoderoels, next 
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to Her Indulgence of tender Conſciences) the 
Hope, ſhe declares, ſhe has of every Perſon's Sal- 
vation in the Berial-Ofice. For indeed the very 
Jeaſt Degree of Hope, eyen that, which is next to 
Deſpair, will ſuffice to warrant this Expreſſion 
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„ 
and l'm ſure, we can have no Certainty of any 
Man's Damnation, which will juſtify our Pronounc- 
ing it, which we muſt in Effect do, did we uſe this 
Fxpreſſion · for One, and not for Another. But, I 
ſhall conclude with this One Remark, That, tho T 
allow not Charity alone to be ſufficient to excuſe 
Separation, yet without this Nothing will excuſe it; 
and tho' a Man Speak with the Tongues of Men and of 
Angels, tho he has the Gift of Prophecy, and under- 
fands all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, and tho the 
being never ſo much Wiſer, and Better-gifted, than 
other Men, or to join with thoſe, that are fo, in- 
duce him to Separate from the Church, yet, if he has 
wt Charity, he is become as ſounding Braſs, or atink- 
And now I ſhall add but one Word, or two more; 
The Honeſt Diſſenter may perhaps Read this, as well 
25 ſome other Treatiſes of the like Nature, tho? he 
i before-hand inform'd, that they are wrote againſt - 
many of his Party; He will judge of em, as ne finds 
em, notwithſtanding all that others can ſay to him; 
And, if upon Examination he finds, that he cannot 
Separate any longer, and be Honeſt, he will prefer 
the Larter; will rather renounce his Schiſms, his 
Party, his Intereſt, and every thing, than, What 1g 


deareſt to him, his Conſcience, and his Salvation. _ 
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